
The odds were stacked against Nick Curry.

At 16, he was homeless. For years, he’d known his mom could not care 
for him.  And soft-spoken Nick realized he could no longer live with his 
father, who was physically and emotionally abusive.

“I needed to live on my own, and I did not know how I would do that,” 
Nick said.

At this life-changing moment, he turned to those who had been there for 
him since age 7 – the people at Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland.  Club 
staff members helped him find a place to live.  They made sure he was on 
a path to finish high school.  They helped him see a future that was much 
brighter than his past.

“I’m so glad the Club was there to help,” Nick said.

[See HOPEFUL, Pg. 4]
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Did you know 75 percent of 
Nobel Prize winners in the 
sciences say their passion 
for science was sparked in a 
non-school setting?

With your help, we are hop-
ing to create such a spark in 
our kids.  Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Cleveland is launching 
a STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math) 
initiative designed to inspire 
innovative thinking and ca-
reer readiness among our members.  Steps have 
included creating a horticulture/entrepreneurial 
farm program, launching a LEGO Robotics initia-
tive in partnership with the Northeast Ohio Robotic 
Alliance and making science a key part of Summer 

Brain Gain learning.

In addition, BGCC has hired 
experienced educator Renata 
Fossen Brown to run the pro-
gram.

“STEM skills are necessary for 
navigating in the modern world 
and competing in today’s job 
market,” BGCC President and 
CEO Ron Soeder said.  “We are 
building a robust, high-quality 
STEM program here at Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland in 

partnership with the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District.  We feel this program will provide terrific 
opportunities for our kids.”

[See STEM, Pg. 3] 

Homeless to hopeful: one Club kid’s story

Science, technology, opportunity
How your support is giving our Club kids a chance for a better future

Kids in our entrepreneurial farm program visit 
Maplestar Farm in  Geauga County.

Nick Curry
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Overseas adventure ‘enlightening’ for Club alum
At Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland, Sherrell Hempstead learned to 
push herself.

So when the opportunity arose to work at a sports camp over the sum-
mer, Sherrell jumped at the opportunity – even after learning the gig 
was at a U.S. military base in South Korea, 6,700 miles from home.  
She said her experience at the Camp Adventure program July 2-30 is 
one she will always treasure.

“It was enlightening for me to get out of my comfort zone,” Sherrell said.

Sherrell, 22, a senior marketing and management major at the Uni-
versity of Toledo, worked 12-hour days as a camp counselor, teaching 
baseball, basketball, soccer and other sports to the children of those 
stationed at the base.   The kids and their families generally live on or 
near the base for a two-year period.

“It was really fun just learning about these kids and their lives,” Sherrell 
said. “We scheduled out the day, figured out all the activities.  We were like coaches to the kids.”
Sherrell, who joined our Broadway Club when she was 6 and went on to graduate from Cleveland Cen-
tral Catholic High School, heard about Camp Adventure from a  friend at UT.  The program, which incor-
porates the principles of service learning into the educational experiences of individuals, has been offered 
at more than 150 sites in Asia, Europe and the United States. More than 18,500 college and university 
students have participated in it.

Sherrell is a dormitory resident advisor at UT this year and will graduate in May.  She plans to go to grad-
uate school to study data analysis.  “The people at the Club are always behind me, and I am grateful for 
that,” she said.

The first Taco Bell/WKYC 10-day Video Challenge 
attracted nine teams of upstart multimedia journal-
ists from Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland and the 
Western Reserve (Summit County).

The video challenge replaced an event called 
Careers in Broadcasting.  The new competition was 
designed to promote teamwork and expose Club 
members to many aspects of multimedia journal-
ism.  Teams produced three-minute news videos 
with some connection to their Clubs, and had to do 
it with available resources.

The winning team members received iPad minis, 
while second- and third-place finishers were 
awarded $50 and $25 Taco Bell gift certificates, 
respectively. First-place honors went to Saint Luke’s 
Club members Milan Martin and Kyshauna Ousley 

for a piece on racism, while second place went to 
the John Adams Teen Center team of Dangelo Hill, 
Jaida Smith and Tamija Shropshire for “Runnin’ 
from Drugs,” a look at an athlete’s success after 
overcoming substance abuse. The East Cleveland 
Club team of Rikki Kyle, Jasmine Berry and Reonna 
Atkins took third-place honors for their video about 
Club life.

Judging was done at the WKYC studios on Aug. 10.

The competition was launched with a July 25 
training session in which experts discussed inter-
viewing, camera angles, storyboarding, storytelling 
and video editing.  Speaking at the training session 
were Chris Miller of Akron Digital Media Center, 
reporter Alyssa Raymond of WKYC and Ryan Easter 
of BGCC’s Notes for Notes studio.

Club kids tackle video challenge with vigor, creativity

Sherrell, left, 
taught sports to 
youngsters living in 
a foreign land.
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Environmental educator joins staff
Renata Fossen Brown, who has more than 20 years of experience overseeing en-
vironmental education initiatives, has been named to our newly created position 
of director of program operations.

Brown comes to Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland from the Cleveland Botanical 
Garden, where she most recently served as vice president of education.  Before that, 
she was associate curator of education at the Toledo Zoo. At BGCC, she is responsible 
for coordinating all programs and managing the program staff.  

“Our mission is fantastic – anything we can do to improve things for Cleveland’s kids 
is incredibly important work,” Brown said. “I’m madly in love with Cleveland and want to make it an even 
better place.”

Brown, who grew up in Brunswick and graduated from Brunswick High School, holds a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from the University of Toledo and a master’s degree in biology curriculum and instruction from 
Bradley University.  In 2014, she wrote a book, “Gardening Lab for Kids,” that has sold more than 10,000 
copies and been translated into French, German and Chinese.

She said her approach to programming at Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland will be different than it was at 
her previous jobs.  “It’s almost like flipping the paradigm – in the past, it was always education first, then 
we’d find a way to make it fun.  Here, the fun comes first, which is fantastic,” Brown said.

Brown, who is certified to teach grades 7-12, will be responsible for developing BGCC’s burgeoning STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) and workforce development programs.  She will also be 
“re-calibrating” the entrepreneurial farm program, which she helped establish while working at the Botan-
ical Garden.  Brown will also oversee other programs that have leaders in place, including music, art and 
athletics.

Brown, her husband Dave – a photographer who she met while both were doing wild dog research in Yel-
lowstone National Park in 1998 – and their four dogs live in Cleveland Heights.

[STEM, Continued from pg. 1]

Science is a key element of the farm program, which operates from the 
Broadway Club and involves growing fruits and vegetables as well as 
marketing the crops.  Teens sell products at farmers’ markets.

The LEGO Robotics program was launched with a $5,000 investment by 
Quake Energy, an Ohio natural gas supplier. BGCC intends to form up 
to five robotics teams at its school-based sites.  The teams – made up of youth ages 9-14 – will assemble 
robots and compete in the FIRST LEGO League, an international program.

Members of the Garfield Heights Club recently attended a NEOBots camp, at which they were exposed to 
robotics, problem-solving and the FLL.  Other Clubs scheduled to participate in the program this fall include 
Broadway, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Luis Munoz Marin, Walton and Saint Luke’s.

Soeder said BGCC is “extremely excited about this program and are grateful for the support of Quake 
Energy.” He said the LEGO robotics program not only helps teach those skills but also allows kids to experi-
ence cooperative competition and build relationships across socioeconomic divides.

The Summer Brain Gain program is designed to help our members retain and increase knowledge when 
they are on vacation.

Renata Fossen Brown
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Baseball past meets future
Our kids got the 
chance to play 
at League Park, 
where Babe Ruth 
hit his 500th home 
run.  They took 
part in a summer 
baseball camp 
developed by 
the City of Cleveland in partnership with the 
Cleveland Indians and the four Hough Neigh-
borhood community centers, including Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland. Baseball training was 
provided by the Cleveland Indians Youth Base-
ball Development department and the baseball 
history component was supplied by the Baseball 
Heritage Museum At League Park. 

In the middle of the team’s championship run, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers took time June 9 to unveil the 
new NBA Cares Live, Learn and Play Center at 
John Adams High School.

The turnout at the John Adams Teen Center was a 
virtual Who’s Who of the NBA. NBATV host Ahmad 
Rashad led a press conference in the gymnasium, 
featuring NBA Commissioner Adam Silver, who 
urged the Club kids in attendance to “take advan-
tage of this facility.” Cavs CEO Len Komoroski, 
General Manager David Griffin and guard Mat-
thew Dellavedova all spoke to the gathered audi-
ence.

Head Coach Tyronn Lue was joined by players 
Channing Frye, Richard Jefferson, Dahntay Jones, 
Timofey Mozgov and J.R. Smith for the official 
ribbon cutting to open the refurbished space. More 
than 100 kids of various ages from the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland were on hand and had 
the chance to hang out in the fresh new space and 
interact with the basketball VIPs.  The NBA-funded 
improvements include new furnishings, computers 
and televisions.

Other notable NBA officials were also at the event, 
including Deputy Commissioner Mark Tatum, Exec-
utive Vice President of Basketball Operations, Kiki 
VanDeWeghe and NBA Cares Ambassador, Bob 
Lanier. Ken Silliman, Chief of Staff for Mayor Frank 
Jackson, and Armond Budish, Cuyahoga County 
Executive, were also on hand.

 “We are grateful to the NBA and to the Cavs for 
providing our teens with such a great space to live, 
learn and play,” said BGCC President Ron Soeder.  
“This means a lot to our kids.”

[HOPEFUL, Continued from pg. 1]

It was not easy.  In order to pay his living ex-
penses, Nick worked multiple jobs.  At one 
point in his life, he actually juggled five jobs at 
the same time – at Heinen’s, Cleveland Botani-
cal Garden, BGCC, the Cleveland Indians and 
a cleaning company.  “It did,” he said calmly, 
“keep me pretty busy.”

Nick graduated from Washington Park Environ-
mental Studies High School in June.  This fall, 
he enrolled at Cuyahoga Community College, 
where he will study business administration. He 
then intends to get a bachelor’s degree from 
Cleveland State University.  He is undaunted 
by the circumstances that could have left him 
without much reason for hope.

“It’s a lesson for me for one day when I have 
kids,” he said.  “I will know to treat people better, 
and to be a better parent.”

Our kids loved rubbing elbows with Cavs players and Coach Ty 
Lue, top right.

Cavs, NBA unveil new John Adams Teen Center



5

Your support matters
in efforts to curb violence
Ray’Shawn Armstrong 
was a bright light in our 
community.

Ray’Shawn, who worked 
at our Walton Club, was 
a pied piper of young 
boys.  He made them 
laugh. He inspired them.  
And the kids worked hard 
because of his leadership.  
Then, suddenly, he was gone. In April, 
Ray’Shawn, who had shaped the lives 
of so many young people, was gunned 
down.

He was 25.

Too many people in our community 
are dying too young at the hands of 
their neighbors.  That’s why Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland is devoting 
so much energy into keeping our kids 
safe.  We’re committed – through Club 
programs and our Cleveland Peace-
makers Alliance – to steering at-risk 
youth away from gangs and street 
violence and toward life-enhancing 
activities.

I’m so grateful to our donors. You not 
only recognize this crisis but are step-
ping up to invest in solutions ranging 
from new teen centers to a recording 
studio to workforce development pro-
grams for those not going to college.  
Thank you so much.  I promise you we 
will not back down from this challenge 
until we have a safer community for 
our kids and their families.

Soeder is president of Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Cleveland.

ViewpointWhy I volunteer
“I have volunteered for the Boys & 
Girls Club in Manhattan, Houston 
and now Cleveland. The common 
threads running through all three 
Clubs are an institutional dedication 
to the betterment of communities 
and the youth within them, as well 
as hundreds of youth members 
learning to find the gold within 
themselves. As a graduate student 

studying social work I’ve seen the long arm of the Boys & 
Girls Club reach above and beyond to offer services of 
all sorts to youth in need. As a member of the community 
I’ve seen and positively interacted with diverse groups 
of individuals with whom I would not normally have a 
chance to interact. As a 34 year old citizen of a world with 
increasing uncertainty and a diminishing sense of hope, 
I’ve felt revivified by the positivity and bright future-mak-
ing the Club offers its members.  And as a volunteer I’ve 
felt embraced and enmeshed into this culture of helping 
by the staff around me, finding a sense of satisfaction 
within myself incomparable to most work I’ve undertaken 
over the years. These are the reasons I volunteer. “

Geoff Auerbach,
Akron

Ron Soeder

“I want these kids to have the 
opportunity to become great.  I 
want them to have a truly safe en-
vironment to not only grow in but 
to thrive in.  I want them to learn 
from our incredible, nurturing 
staff.  I also give because (the late 
longtime BGCC board member) 
Bill Beechler wanted me to.  He 
was truly an inspiration to me. ”

Dr. James P. Anderson,
Aurora

Why I give

Dr. Anderson, left, at last 
year’s flag football cham-
pionship
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Events

Taco Bell Outing scores with golfers
More than 130 golfers hit the links June 27 at the Taco Bell 
Charity Golf Classic, which celebrated our Cleveland Indians 
and benefited Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland.  The event 
at Barrington Golf Club has raised nearly $1 million for our 
kids over the past 20 years. Among those participating were 
Browns great Earnest Byner (left) and Cleveland Indians Pres-
ident of Baseball Operations Chris Antonetti (right, with Youth 
of the Year Zayllianny Mojica).

No-cost dental care for kids
TeamSmile dental professionals, including our own 
BGCC board member, James P. Anderson, DDS, and 
volunteers delivered free dental care to more than 200 
of our kids at Progressive Field.  We thank TeamSmile 
and our hosts, the Cleveland Indians.

Race for Kids attracts hundreds 
About 600 runners, walkers and volunteers took part 
in our annual Race for Kids and Wellness Festival on 
June 25 at Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.  Thanks to title 
sponsor Medical Mutual as well as all of our supporting 
sponsors. And a special congratulations to Jerry Stoffl of 
Aurora, who had the winning raffle ticket for our Race 
Day Giveaway -- two first-class, round-trip airline tickets 
to anywhere in the continental U.S., Canada, Mexico or 
the Caribbean, courtesy of United Airlines.

Nestlé event promotes fitness
More than 200 members of Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland 
tested their fitness by running, jumping, dancing and stretch-
ing at the Nestlé National Fitness Competition in Cleveland. 
The event was part of the Nestlé #150for150 celebration, 
which marked the firm’s 150th anniversary with a massive 
volunteer effort.  Among those attending was Paul Bakus, 
President Corporate Affairs (lower left) at Nestlé.
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Highlights

In July, more than 120 of our kids competed in Olympic Day, 
a track and field event at our East Cleveland Club. Olympic 
Day is our signature event during #TriplePlayDay16, in which 
Boys & Girls Clubs across the country are collectively trying to 
achieve a goal of one million active minutes.  Thanks to An-
them Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation for the support.

A group of our kids took a field trip to the Medina Raptor 
Center, where they were shown rehabilitated eagles, 
hawks, owls, turkey vultures and kestrels.  The visit was 
followed by a picnic and scavenger hunt. Thanks to Bill 
and Laura Jordan of the Raptor Center for hosting our 
kids.Thanks to the Footpath Foundation, 42 of our kids went 

camping at Camp Whitewood in Trumbull County.  The kids 
went swimming, canoeing and paddle boarding, learned 
archery and cooked over an open fire.  For most of the kids, 
it was their first time camping. We thank Footpath, volunteers 
from National General Insurance and the Camp Whitewood 
staff for making this happen.

Taco Bell really knows how to celebrate graduation.  
Our June graduates were celebrated at two Taco Bell-
sponsored events, Graduation for Mas at our King 
Kennedy Club, and at a graduation party outside the 
restaurant in Westlake.
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This photo, taken at the Nestlé National Fitness Competition, is believed to be the largest 
BGCC group shot ever!
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Connect with us:

facebook.com/bgccleveland

September 17 |  Tailgate in Tremont,
The South Side, Cleveland

September 18 |  Ultimate Tailgate Party for BGCC Keystone members, 
Broadway Club

September 21 & 28 |  Farm Stand produce sale,
Broadway Club

October 21 |  BGCC President Ron Soeder presents at TEDx/CSU event,
Cleveland State University 

@clevekids

@bgccleveland

Clevekids


