
Zayllianny Mojica is resilient.

“I know how to handle tough situations,” she says.

When she was 7, Zayllianny and her family lived in and out of 
New York City homeless shelters after arriving from their native 
Puerto Rico.  She witnessed her father’s physical abuse of her 
mother – and tried to shield her siblings from seeing it.  She 
cried when her dad – with whom she had a close relationship 
– left the family and moved back to Puerto Rico, where he was 
arrested and imprisoned. “I realized,” she says, “the only way I’d 
ever see him was in a jumpsuit.” 

Life changed for Zayllianny when her family moved to Cleveland 
in 2011.  A neighbor told her to check out the local Boys & Girls 
Club, and she did:  “I remember it so well.  It was a Friday night. I wanted to join right then.”    

[See Adversity, Pg. 3]
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Supporters like you create 
opportunities for our kids 
to thrive in a positive en-
vironment.  Today, we’re 
asking you to participate 
in our major fundraiser 
of 2016, the June 25 
Race for Kids and Well-
ness Festival at Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo.

And while the main event 
is a 5-kilometer road 
race, you don’t have to 
be a runner to help us 
raise funds for the Cleve-
land youths who need us most – just buy a raffle 
ticket for a chance to win first-class, round-trip 
airfare for two to anywhere in the continental U.S., 

Mexico, Canada, Alaska 
and Caribbean, courtesy of 
United Airlines.

Those registering for the 5k 
and 1-mile walk/fun run  
will be entered in the raffle 
drawing, get free admission 
to the zoo for the rest of the 
day and receive a T-shirt 
specially designed for the 
event by Cleveland’s Fresh 
Brewed Tees.

Cost is $30 for the 5k race 
and $20 for the 1-mile walk/

fun run. There is also a special rate of $50 per 
family of four for the 1-mile walk/fun run.  

[See Race, Pg. 3] 

Families can enjoy a day at the zoo following the race.

Youth of the Year knows how to overcome adversity

RUN, WALK OR FLY!
Race for Kids will feature 5k run, zoo admission, airfare raffle

Zayllianny with BGCC Area Director Sandra 
Del Valle
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New recording studio at BGCC is a smash hit
A new Notes for Notes Studio – only the 12th in the nation 
and the first in Ohio – opened May 17 at our Broadway 
Club, thanks to funding provided by Turner Construction 
Company and the Hot Topic Foundation.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland partnered with national 
nonprofit organization Notes for Notes, which designs, 
equips and staffs after-school recording studios, on the 
new recording studio. Built with funds and resources se-
cured by Turner Construction, the studio provides one-of-
a-kind opportunities to explore, create, and record music 
for free; expand the offerings in BGCC’s exemplary band 
program; and put young adults on a positive path.

The new studio is packed with guitars, drums, keyboards and synthesizers, 
and DJ gear and features a stage with lighting, podcasting stations, and full 
recording studio facilities. It features a specially dedicated Mix Room in honor 
of Audio Technica.  Open to all Boys & Girls Club members, the studio will 
be an epicenter for music exploration and creation. Over the past five years, 
more than 200 youth have been involved in the BGCC band program—most 
of whom had never picked up an instrument before joining the Club. In the 
studio, kids will be exposed to a variety of instruments and private and group 
instruction, and can track and mix their own music while learning about ca-
reers in the industry. 

“We get to know our young people and understand their interests,” says Matt Bott, BGCC’s arts director. 
“Many of our youths expressed interest in a studio – and we listened. We are framing this out to be both 
an opportunity to explore a career and as a creative outlet, one in which we have Notes for Notes’ pro-
fessionals on hand to help the youth throughout the entire process.”

One day a week, at-risk teens and adults working with BGCC’s Cleveland Peacemakers Alliance – an 
anti-crime initiative that uses mediation, gang interaction and conflict resolution to reduce street violence 
– will use the studio before Club hours. Peacemakers Alliance case workers will accompany the young 
adults and work with Notes for Notes staff to leverage the studio as an outlet to express themselves.

It’s official:  Club kid Charles Conwell is an Olympian.

Conwell, 18, a charter member of the Heights Youth Club in Cleveland 
Heights, qualified for a spot on the U.S. Olympic Boxing Team in March by 
winning the gold medal at the Americas Olympic Qualifier in Argentina.  The 
middleweight is the youngest member of the Team USA boxing squad.

“We are all so proud of Charles,” said Roscoe Morgan, area director for Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland.

The 2016 Summer Olympics will be Aug 5-21 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  A 
GoFundMe page has been set up by the Cleveland Heights Tigers Youth 
Sports Organization to raise funds to help defray some of the travel expenses 
for the Conwell family. Here is a link to the page: www.gofundme.com/c4qzrpjj

Charles Conwell makes U.S. Olympic Team

Charles Conwell
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[Race, Continued from pg. 1]

Additional airline raffle tickets can be purchased for $10.  A 
raffle ticket will also be awarded to anyone raising at least 
$50 on the official Race for Kids fundraising pages. To reg-
ister, purchase raffle tickets or set up your own fundraising 
page, visit www.clevekids.org.

The airline ticket raffle will take place after the race.  The 
winner need not be present.

The race is the primary fundraising event for BGCC, which 
serves more than 8,000 youths each year at 14 locations 
in Cleveland, Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland; a 
new Club is scheduled to open in Garfield Heights this summer. The Clubs provide a safe, fun place for 
youths and programming that includes arts, athletics, health and agriculture.

Medical Mutual is the title sponsor for this year’s race. Other sponsors are Bridgestone Credit Divison, 
Cleveland Clinic, Forest City Enterprises, Third Federal Savings & Loan, United Airlines, Heinen’s, 
ArcelorMittal, Chapman & Chapman, Cliffs Natural Resources, Fifth Third Bank, The Lubrizol Corporation, 
Oswald Companies, The Sherwin-Williams Company, Rolf Goffman Martin Lang, Cleveland Indians, 
James P. Anderson, DDS, and Molina Healthcare.

[Adversity, Continued from pg. 1]

There, Zayllianny found friends, 
mentors and chances to grow. 
Her mom was able to go to work 
knowing her daughter was in a 
safe, positive place after school.

“Joining Boys & Girls Club was 
the best thing that ever happened 
to me and my family,” she says. 
“We got tutoring and they gave 
us clothes, school supplies and 
food – (the Club meal) was my 
dinner every night.”

Supporters like you make this 
kind of help possible to thou-
sands of kids each year.

Flash forward to 2016. Zay-
llianny, now 17, was named 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleve-
land’s Youth of the Year.  The 
girl who did not learn English 
until the sixth grade has grad-
uated with honors from Cleve-
land’s Lincoln West High School.  
This fall, she plans attend Cleve-
land State University, where she 

says she will major in social work 
“to help others who are going 
through the same things I went 
through.”  

An avid baseball fan, she also 
played shortstop and outfield for 

her high school softball team.  
Fittingly, Cleveland Indians 
Charities awarded her a $5,000 
college scholarship for winning 
the Youth of the Year honor.

Zayllianny says she finds herself 
pulling for others because of the 
challenges she has faced.

“I want to see everyone succeed,” 
she says.

Other finalists for Youth of the 
Year were: Jasmine Berry of Shaw 
High School and the East Cleve-
land Club; Elijah Colvin of The 
Cleveland School of Science And 
Medicine at the John Hay High 
School campus and the King 
Kennedy Club; Tamia Jones of 
the Cleveland School of the Arts 
and the Broadway Club; Samuel 
McKnight of Cleveland Heights 
High School and the Mount Pleas-
ant Club; and Aaron Hemphill, 
a member of the Heights Youth 
Club and a senior at Cleveland 
Heights High School.

“Joining Boys & Girls Club 
was the best thing that ever 
happened to me and my 
family.”
Zayllianny Mojica
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Club kid’s design adorns
Liberty Ford-donated van
There’s a reason why the 15-passenger van Liberty 
Ford donated to Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland 
has a distinctly youthful look:  Its custom paint job 
was designed by a 13-year-old Club member.

Kamden Pearson, a Broadway Club member who 
attends Cleveland’s Mound STEM School, won a 
competition among students in BGCC’s graphic 
design program for the best-looking van “wrap.” 

This is the fourth van donated to the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Cleveland by Liberty Ford, according to 
BGCC President Ron Soeder.  The vans are vital to 
the organization’s programming, he said, because 
so many arts, sports, music and community activ-
ities require kids to be transported either between 
Clubs or to other sites.  In addition, the vans en-
able kids to have new experiences, such as visiting 
colleges, taking field trips to museums or attend-
ing sporting events.

“This transportation really opens up new worlds 
for our kids, and Liberty Ford understands that,” 
Soeder said, adding that Dustin Peugeot, general 
manager of Liberty Ford and a BGCC board 

member, has been instrumental in helping the 
organization create a fleet of vans to transport 
members.

Under the guidance of instructor Jamal Collins, 
BGCC has developed a thriving graphic design 
program.  Kids in the program were asked to not 
only design the “wrap” for the new van but to 
make formal presentations to BGCC staff mem-
bers so they would gain experience making a 
pitch to a client.

 “I’m really anxious to see my design on the van 
as it is going around the city,” Kam said.  “I want 
to start a (graphic design) business, and this is go-
ing to really help get my business off the ground.”

A new study has found that Boys & Girls Clubs 
provide nearly $10 in benefits to the community 
for every dollar invested. 

The study, conducted by the Institute for Social 
Research and the School of Public Health at the 
University of Michigan, found that every dollar 
invested in Boys & Girls Clubs returns $9.60 in 
current and future earnings, as well as cost-sav-
ings, to American communities. The biggest bene-
fits are from Club members’ improved grades and 
reduced alcohol use and their parents’ earnings.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland spent about $4.8 
million on operations last year, creating more than 
$46 million in economic benefits to youth, fami-
lies and the community, according to the study’s 
projections.  

The study is the first national return on investment 
estimate for Boys & Girls Clubs. Researchers made 
use of newly available youth outcomes data, 
collected through surveys of Club members across 
the country, to examine how the costs required to 
provide Club programming compare to the long-
term benefits for youth and families in economic 
terms.

Study: Boys & Girls Clubs provide tremendous ROI

Kam and friends show off the new van at Liberty Ford
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Your investment in kids
brings extraordinary returns
Donors like you are truly 
the unsung heroes of 
Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Cleveland.

You make our work pos-
sible.  You give our kids 
opportunity.  You give 
them a chance to have 
great futures.  So I was 
thrilled, but not surprised, 
to read the findings of a University of 
Michigan study showing that Boys & 
Girls Clubs provide $9.60 in benefits 
for every dollar invested by supporters 
like you.

We realize that right here in Northeast 
Ohio you have many excellent choices 
when it comes to charitable giving.  We 
are grateful that you have chosen to 
support Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleve-
land, and we are extremely happy to 
tell you that a study by a highly re-
spected university has shown you are 
making an impactful investment – one 
that brings an estimated $46 million in 
benefits to our community.

That is a significant return on invest-
ment.  It is not the only one.  The 
smiles I see on our kids’ faces every 
day tell me we are making a differ-
ence, that we are changing lives.  Your 
support matters.

From the bottom of my heart, I thank 
you.

Soeder is president of Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Cleveland.

“On giving, wow, what a win-win! 
I get so much more from giving 
than I put into it – so it’s an easy 
equation to formulate. I give 
because I believe it is my spiritual 
and societal obligation to share 
in the good fortune I have been 
blessed with. I give because I am 
grateful for my ability to give, 
and the act of giving honors that 
privilege. I also give because I get 

tremendous personal satisfaction from knowing I am able 
to make a difference in the lives of someone who has had 
less opportunities than me. Many have heard me say it, but 
I truly believe it, when asked how I’m doing, the answer is 
‘much better than I deserve!’” 

Walter Chapman,
Aurora

ViewpointWhy I give

Why I volunteer
“I volunteer at Boys & Girls Club 
of Cleveland because it provides a 
dynamic environment where mean-
ingful engagement with youth can 
be attained in a variety of different 
ways: from sports and other extra-
curriculars, to education-related 
activities and career mentoring.  The 
atmosphere created at BGCC is one 
of family, which is of importance 

to anyone looking to become involved, but particularly 
to the members of the Club.  This safe, family-oriented 
environment encourages growth among its members, 
staff and other contributors.  Moreover, the atmosphere 
at BGCC and the outreach it encourages embodies the 
cohesion and solidarity required of a well-functioning 
society, and these are needed now more than ever.  I’m 
happy to be a part of the organization and I’d recom-
mend volunteering for BGCC to anyone looking for 
community engagement; there is something here for 
everyone.”

Greg Guzzo,
Lyndhurst

Ron Soeder

Walter and his wife, Diane
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Events

Plazapalooza: A Music & Performing Arts Experience
We got to show off our music and dance programs at Plaza-
palooza, which took place in Gateway Plaza before the May 5 
Cleveland Indians-Detroit Tigers game.  Among the fans who 
stopped by for a visit was Indians pitcher Danny Salazar.

MythBuster makes Slavic Village stop
Adam Savage of the hit television show MythBusters visited 
our Broadway Club as part of his Makers Movement tour of 
Cleveland.   

BGCC baseball program in full swing
About 20 Club members attended the first BGCC 
Baseball Camp, a weekly gathering in which volunteers 
taught kids basic skills.  The camp included indoor 
and outdoor practices, practice games against the 
Woodstock Black Sox and St. Martin de Porres and the 
Cleveland Indians Play Ball Clinic at Progressive Field.

A record-breaking weekend
In April, WENZ afternoon drive DJ Knyce broke the 
world record with a marathon 55-hour Ferris Wheel 
ride at the I-X Indoor Amusement Park and raised 
more than $7,000 for BGCC.
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Highlights
BGCC board member 
and Marcus Thomas, 
LLC partner Mark 
Bachmann was named 
2016 Ohio Board 
Volunteer of the Year 
by the Boys & Girls 
Clubs Ohio/Michigan 
Area Council. Con-
gratulations, Mark!

Club kids Jay’Briona and Samir did a photo shoot with 
Cleveland Cavaliers guard Matthew Dellavedova as part of 
Panera Bread/Covelli Enterprises campaign called Dinner 
with Delly.  Throughout the month of July, donations collected 
at Northeast Ohio Panera sites will go to Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Cleveland.

Honorees at our Youth of the Year and Recognition 
Breakfast included Corporate Citizen of the Year Nestle 
USA, which launched its National Fitness Competition 
with our kids at Baldwin Wallace University and Corpo-
rate Volunteer of the Year GE Lighting Division, whose 
volunteers made $400,000 in improvements to our East 
Cleveland Club by painting, replacing lights, improving 
the kitchens, beautifying the grounds and building a new 
picnic pavilion. Other honorees included: Walter Chap-
man (Board Member of the Year); Julie Fratus and Emily 
Wallace (Bridge Board Members of the Year); Melissa 
Boykin (Parent of the Year); Loretta Williams (Volunteer of 
the Year); and WEWS (Media Partner of the Year).

Armed with brushes, rollers and paint, volunteers 
from Sherwin-Williams spruced up our Broadway 
Club as part of a Day of Caring on May 6.  Thanks, 
Sherwin-Williams!

Teens in this year’s farm 
program have identi-
fied their goals as being 
more connected to the 
community and getting 
our produce into new 
places. Our produce list 
includes lettuce, herbs, 
tomatoes, peppers, on-
ions, garlic, potatoes and 
much more. This year, 
our kids will be selling at 
the Slavic Village Market 
located on Fleet Avenue 
and East 52nd Street 
from 4-7 p.m. each 
Monday.  The market 
season runs through 
Aug. 29.  In addition 
to the market, you can 
find our produce on the 
shelves at downtown 
Heinen’s supermarket 
and in dishes at local 
restaurants.
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Coming Up About Us
Check out our new website at www.clevekids.org.

Administrative Offices
6114 Broadway Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44127
216.883.2106
www.clevekids.org

Connect with us:

facebook.com/bgccleveland

June 25, 2016 |  Race for Kids,
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

June 27, 2016 |  Taco Bell Charity Golf Classic, 
Barrington Golf Club

June 29, 2016 |  TeamSmile dental program,
Progressive Field, Cleveland

August 30, 2016 |  Ohio State Park Lodges’ Celebrity Golf Outing,
Punderson Manor, Newbury 

@clevekids

@bgccleveland

Clevekids


