
CLUB NEWS
On May 18, at the annual 

awards night banquet for Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland, we had 
Zayllianny Mojica as a presenter. 

Zayllianny serves as our current 
Youth of the Year. At the banquet, 
before people began receiving their 
awards, there was a pleasing dinner 
for everyone who attended. All 
Clubs were well-represented at the 
event.

We had the Greater Cleveland 
Nurses Association present their 
scholarship to Marc Vazquez. 
Women’s Board Scholarship was 
given to Elizabeth Beltran and 
Nicholas Curry.  The Bernard Karr 
Civility Award was also given to 
Nicholas Curry, while the  Youth 
of the Year scholarship went to 
Zayllianny Mojica.

Clubs attending the banquet 
were King Kennedy, Lincoln West, 
Michael R. White, Saint Luke’s, 
Luis Munoz Marin, Walton, East 
Cleveland, Charles Dickens, 
Broadway  Bolton, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Heights Youth Club. 

Here are the other Club 

honorees: 
• Bolton:  Cartieire Steel (most 

improved);  Symone H. Elliott 
(perfect attendance);  Zaniya 
Brooks (bright leader); Zayvion 
Reed  (most respectful);  Emoni 
Givhans (most helpful).

• Broadway:  Joshua Blanchard 
(leader of the year);  Amir 
Mitchell (Sparks room loyalty).

• Charles Dickens :  Miahnna 
Barnett (positive attitude around 
everyone).

•  East Cleveland :  Dre Lanier 
(helpful at all costs);  Rikki Kyle 
(activities planner); Mandel 
Jackson (being sweet);  Vaniya 
Johnson (best at rap battle); 
Javion Duplex (junior staff); 
Jermai’ne Richardson (best 
hugger);  Ly’mika Porters 
(straight As);  Jasmine Berry 
(first graduating senior; Jayron 
Williams (first hand); Darion 
Taylor and Davion Taylor 
(entertainers of the Club).

• Franklin D. Roosevelt:  Kenya 
Wallace and Quiandree Quinn 
(Club spirit);  Kamarriah 
Arrington and Paris Lucas (most 
helpful);  Anthony Joiner (most 
improved); Kaila Neal (hard 
worker); Tiffany Simpson (junior 
staff);  Shaniya Howard (best 
participant).

• Heights Youth Club: Shanti 
Henderson (most growth); 
Chanel Worthen (senior); Devon 
Williams (most improved);  Max 
Shields (male artist); Joelle 
Wilcox (positive attitude); 
Jaiyona Perry (game room 
champ); Tashara Deaver 
(academic leader).

• King Kennedy: La’jaya 
Basemore (straight As); Mariah 
Witherspoon (success); Kiara 
Hammond (most helpful); 
Anthony Wimberly awarded 
(athletics); Chasity Maxwell 
(clean up); Elijah Colvin (Mr. 
Perfect);  Ni’shawn Amey (most 
improved).

[See Awards, Pg. 3]

Club Awards Night honors best of everything
By Neallyn Vega

NBA, Cavs officially unveil new teen center at John Adams
By Zaina Sanford

This piece is about the John 
Adams Boys & Girls Club, 

also called the NBA Cares Live, 
Learn and Play Center.

The NBA and the Cavaliers 
came to John Adams and 
redesigned our very special teen 
center. The Cavaliers, including 
Head Coach Tyronn Lue and 
players Channing Frye, Richard 
Jefferson, Matthew Dellavedova, 
Dahntay Jones, Timofey Mozgov 
and J.R. Smith, came to John 
Adams on June 9 to officially 
open the center.  The center has 
new technology, furniture and 
décor.

Our Cleveland Cavaliers team 
works very hard and made it 
possible for us to have this 
center. We here at John Adams 
just want kids to feel safe in our 
environment and not to feel like 
we are bad people. We welcome 
everyone to our new and 
improved Live, Learn and Play 
Center!

“We are grateful to the NBA 
and to the Cavs for providing our 
teens with such a great space 
to live, learn and play,” said Ron 
Soeder, president of Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Cleveland.  “This means 
a lot to our kids.”

A publication for Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland members and their families

July/August 2016

Teens In the summer of 2015, the East Cleveland Boys & Girls Club 
members ran over 335 miles throughout East Cleveland, Cleveland 

Heights and Cleveland with their very own running club.
Over 20 kids had the opportunity to learn able running form, the 

importance of stretching and overall good health habits. Jarrett Davis, East 
Cleveland Club Education Service Instructor and Running Club moderator, 
says the kids “were given the opportunity to set daily goals and achieve them 
with club support and renewed self-confidence.”

On May 14, eight running club members participated in the Cleveland Rite 
Aid Marathon’s 5k race. The kids persevered through the rain and wind, 
all finishing within 33 minutes. Top kid finishers Davion and Darion led 
all under 21 racers and finished the race in 24 minutes (8 minutes / mile). 
Davion, a running club member and Rite Aid Marathon top finisher, states, 
“The running club is fun because you get to run through the neighborhood 
and you get to exercise.”

The new John Adams Teen Center has a lot of cool 
stuff for kids. 

King Kennedy Club Director Richard Starr, left, poses with his honorees. 

Club News catches up with East Cleveland running club
By Rikki Kyle

Members of the East Cleveland Running Club 
participated in both the Rite Aid 5k Race, above 
and left, and our own Race for Kids. 
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Kids produce the music
at new recording studio
By Jakayla Douglas

We have a new recording studio at the 
Broadway Club. Notes for Notes, which 

designs, equips and staffs after-school recording 
studios, opened the new Notes for Notes Studio 
during a ceremony at the Club in May.

It was built with funds and resources secured by 
Turner Construction Company and the Hot Topic 
Foundation. Now that it is open, the studio will 
provide opportunities to explore, create and record 
music for free, expand our band program and give 
us another fun thing to do at the Club.

The studio has guitars, drums, keyboards and 
synthesizers, and DJ gear and features a stage with 
lighting, podcasting stations, and full recording 
studio facilities. It is open to all Boys & Girls Club 
members, not just the kids at Broadway. 

Over the past five years, more than 200 youth 
have been involved in the BGCC band program. 
Most of those kids had never picked up an 
instrument before joining the Club. In the studio, 
kids will be exposed to a variety of instruments 
and private and group instruction, and can track and mix their own music while 
learning about careers in the industry. 

“We get to know our young people and understand their interests,” says 
Matt Bott, BGCC’s arts director. “Many of our youths expressed interest in a 
studio–and we listened. We are framing this out to be both an opportunity to 
explore a career and as a creative outlet, one in which we have Notes for Notes’ 
professionals on hand to help the youth throughout the entire process.”

East Cleveland native brings
skateboarding to the Club
By Rikki Kyle

In October 2015, 14 East Cleveland 
members got the opportunity to 

participate in the eight-week Skaters 
Next Door program, which provides 
skate lessons and instructions to 
kids who do not have access to the 
equipment or culture of skateboarding.

Ja’Ovvoni Garrison, founder of 
Skaters Next Door and an East Cleveland native, found his love for 
skateboarding after playing a Tony Hawk demo that was given by 
Pizza Hut. He has been skating for 12 years and says “I know what 
it’s like growing up in a neighborhood  like East Cleveland and 
skateboarding is one of those things that becomes an outlet to rise 
above the chaos.”

He uses grant funding to provide the lessons and the boards. In 
total, the Skaters Next Door program has given out 400-500 boards 
and earned $40,000-50,000 in grant money.

Kowaine Baker, a participant in the Skaters Next Door program 
says, “Skateboarding has always been one of those activities that you 
want to learn how to do but never find the time. It was nice to finally 
have the chance.”

You can check out Ja’Ovvoni’s Skaters Apparel Store “Skate RTA” 
and read more about him online at https://skatertastore.com/pages/
skaters-next-door.

Players make solid strides
in BGCC baseball program
The first BGCC Baseball Camp 

concluded May 14 when our 
players took part in the Cleveland 
Indians Play Ball Clinic at Progressive 
Field and attended an Indians game 
that evening.

Several of our Clinic participants were 
featured on the Indians website.

The baseball camp started with 
indoor instruction and drills at the 
Broadway Club and eventually moved 
to the diamond.  We had two practice 
games at Luke Easter Park against the 
Woodstock Black Sox and then played 
the St. Martin de Porres High School 
underclassemen to a 2-2 tie at Gordon 
Park.

Roughly 20 kids attended the camp.  
For some, it was their first exposure to 
baseball.

BGCC would like to thank volunteers Mike Lieb and Brandon Wood 
for their help with the program. They were joined by staffers Ken 
Wood, Hector Vasquez, Ron Soeder and Giovanni Sturgis.

Garfield Heights 
Club Opens
We opened our new Garfield Heights 

Club on June 6. The Club is open 
Monday- Friday from noon to 4 p.m. 
at Garfield 
Heights 
Middle 
School. The 
director is 
Laronda 
McWhorter.

On May 26, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland took the band to Detroit, Mich.
There were about 20 kids, and we stayed for four days and three nights. On the way to 

Detroit, we stopped at a nature center in Maumee for about a half an hour, then stopped at a 
restaurant a lot of us never been to, Cracker Barrel. 

As soon as we got to Detroit, we stopped at a park to do some team-building activities. We 
learned about working together as a team, and how we are a family since we are in a band 
together. For dinner, we went to a southern-style restaurant called Beans and Cornbread.

While in Detroit, we had a lot of performances in a lot of different and cool places. The 
first performance we had in Detroit was at a recreation center where they had a Notes for 
Notes music studio. The whole band recorded “Bags Groove” and “Broadway.”  We then had a 
performance at a Boys & Girls Club in Detroit, where the club kids seemed to enjoy it a lot, and so 
did the club staff. The next day we visited the famous Motown Museum, where we learned more 
about Motown and its founder, Berry Gordy. We learned that Gordy owned eight houses in the 
neighborhood because his company continued growing.

We got to perform at a nursing home, where the senior citizens started to clap along and 
dance. Some of them knew the songs so they sang along as well. We took a stroll on the 
Riverwalk, where we saw a fireboat blast its hoses sky-high. They were nice enough to park the 
boat so we can take pictures in front of it.

We also visited The Charles Wright Museum of African American History. The content there 
was very strong, so they took kids 10 and under to the Science Museum which was right next 
door. We were able to go swimming and play laser tag. On the last day in Detroit, we went to the 
Henry Ford Museum. 

Being able to go to Detroit was an amazing opportunity. If it weren’t for the Boys & Girls 
Club and its band program, this wouldn’t have been possible. This was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and I want to thank all of our teachers and band mates for making this such a 
special event. I am very much looking forward to going to Chicago with the band next year! For 
more information regarding the band program, please email Mr. Matt at mbott@clevekids.org.

Band members hit right notes during journey to Motown
By Nayeliz Nieves

Our band members didn’t 
sit still during their trip to 
Motown. They performed 
at Detroit’s Notes for Notes 
Studio, above, stopped by the 
Henry Ford Museum, left, 
and played Motown hits at 
Hitsville USA, below left. 

The East Cleveland skateboarders

Our new recording studio 
opened in May. 

POETRY
In this place
By Demetrius Blue

In this place

Saint Luke’s Boys and Girls Club

I see a lot of things going on

I hear laughing, conversations, yelling

I taste bologna sandwiches too many 
days in a row

I smell sweat after a basketball and 
football game

In this place where everyone is family

In this place where the staff helps me

In this place where I learn new skills

I feel like I belong here!

Saint Luke’s Boys and Girls Club



3

July/August 2016

[Awards, Continued from pg. 1]

• Lincoln West:  Zayllianny Mojica, Kesha Grullon, Anthony 
Santiago, Ramadhani, Marc Gonzalez and Adiaris 
DelValle(book drive); Marc Vazquez (scholarship); Elizabeth 
Beltran (senior leader).

• Michael R. White: Shalise Burks (goal digger); Monte Baker 
(entrepreneur); Terrill Colbert (360); Dominique Edwards 
(Torch president);  Stanley Martin (positive leader);  
Alysabeth Pollard (secretary);  Shawntaevia Thomas 
(politeness); Imani White (spirit).

• Saint Luke’s: Darnell Caver (boss of the year); Niya Davis (trendsetter);  DeAngelus Williams 
(innovator).

• Walton: Hunter Allen and Jarviynna Williams (citizenship).
• Luis Munoz Marin: Elijah Childs (athletics); Sydney Curry (most creative); Jarelys Rivera (best 

athlete); Maliyah Moore (All in); Tremari Mash (most improved); Karelys Rivera (best attendance); 
Jose Rodriguez (best dance moves); Karianys Rivera (hard worker).

All recipients received their awards and a shirt representing the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland.

Alexia Cruz, 
Luis Munoz Marin Club 
“Mis planes… son 
aprender mas Ingles.“ 
(Translation: “My plans…
are to learn more 
English.”)

Lamir Hill, 
Michael R. White Club 
“I want to get better 
grades.  I want to learn 
about animals, and I want 
to attend high school.”

Upcoming Events
July 6 – Take a Club Kid Out to the Ballgame, 

Progressive Field

July 11 –Farm produce sale, 4-7 p.m., Slavic 
Village Market

July 17 – Band performance for RNC, 
Hopkins International Airport

July 18 –  Farm produce sale, 4-7 p.m., Slavic 
Village Market

July 25 – Farm produce sale, 4-7 p.m., Slavic 
Village Market

July 25 – Kickoff for Taco Bell/WKYC 10-day 
Video Challenge, Broadway Club

July 28 – Cleveland International Piano 
Competition Music Day, Cleveland 
Museum of Art 

August 1 – Farm produce sale, 4-7 p.m., Slavic 
Village Market

August 4 – Nestle National Day of Fitness, 
location TBA

August 5 – 3M Carnival Day, Broadway Club

August 8 – Farm produce sale, 4-7 p.m., Slavic 
Village Market

August 15 – Farm produce sale, 4-7 p.m., Slavic 
Village Market

Club Talk
What are your goals for the next school year?

10-day video challenge for Club teens starts July 25
By Janella Blanchard

Have you ever heard of a B-roll, or created a storyboard? Better yet, do you enjoy making videos for 
Snapchat or Instagram?

Well, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland is teaming up with WKYC-TV and Taco Bell to give Club 
teens throughout Northeast Ohio the opportunity to show off their video skills in a 10-Day news 
video challenge beginning July 25.

In the past, a similar challenge, Careers in Broadcasting, was presented where participants would 
deliver a news story in front of an audience as if they were a news anchor.  But due to the interest of 
the Club’s youth, the 10-day video was created. 

The challenge requires teams up to three, ages 13-18 (one member of the group can be under 13), to 
create a 3-minute video covering something or someone interesting in their Club.  Teams must use 
cellphones and other equipment available to them at the Club.

The challenge will kick off on July 25, with a training session at the Broadway Club with Chris 
Miller of Akron Digital Media Center and Alyssa Raymond of WKYC-TV.  Participants will come up 
with a storyboard/idea that must be OK’d by one of the program coordinators before shooting their 
video. All videos must be recorded at the participants Club or a Club event or field trip. 
All entries will be due via Dropbox or Wetranser by 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 7 to kwood@clevekids.org. 
Finalists will be invited to present their videos to judges at WKYC in early August. Each member of 

the winning team will win an iPad mini.

De’ariyan Baker, 
Michael R. White Club 
“My goal is to pass the 
seventh grade, then doing 
whatever it takes to pass the 
eighth grade and go to high 
school.  When  I get out of 
high school, I plan to go to 
college and become a nurse.”

Julio Perez, 
Luis Munoz Marin Club 
“My goals are to get faster 
and stronger and to also 
continue improving my 
reading skills.”

Dajahne Bates, 
Michael R. White Club
“I will go to high school 
and focus on my singing 
career.  I also plan to get a 
job and go to college after 
high school.”

Jamie Knowles, 
John Adams Teen Center
“To make sure my senior 
duties are accomplished 
and to become a student 
of John Adams top 10.”

Nathaniel Edwards, 
Michael R. White Club 
“My goal is to get good 
grades.  I want to go to 
college, and  when I get to 
college I want to focus on 
being in the NFL.”

Kanesha Kimbrough, 
Broadway Club 
“My goals are to not get in 
trouble, get straight As and 
pay attention.  I have to get 
my education.”

Leandrew Green, 
John Adams Teen Center 
“To finish school and get 
good grades, stay healthy 
and go to Virginia State 
University, majoring 
in business and studio 
engineering.”

Sania Cornelius, 
Michael R. White Club
“My goal is to get all As, 
to pass and to go to high 
school.  When I get to 
college I want to focus on 
becoming a doctor.  I want 
to help little kids with 
cancer so they can stay 
alive.”
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BROADWAY CLUB  
Myesha Crowe, Director 
Jarrett Davis, Asst. Director 
6114 Broadway Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44127 
(216) 883-4663   

HEIGHTS YOUTH CLUB  
Roscoe Morgan, Area Director  
Beverly Burgess, Asst. Director 
2065 Lee Road  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
(216) 321-2582       

KING KENNEDY CLUB  
Richard Starr, Director  
2561 East 59th Street  
Cleveland, OH 44104  
(216) 881-4636   

CHARLES DICKENS  
Brandy Stewart, Program Coordinator 
13013 Corlett Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44105

JOHN ADAMS TEEN CENTER 
Brian Webster, Director 
3817 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44105

WALTON 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director
Barbara Bell, Director  
3409 Walton Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
(216) 774-9675

LUIS MUNOZ MARIN  
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Gio Sturgis, Asst. Director 
1701 Castle Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44113

LINCOLN WEST TEEN CENTER 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Alex Rivera, Teen Coordinator 
3202 West 30th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
(216) 459-2697

SAINT LUKE’S MANOR 
Jackie Fehrenbach, Director 
Earl Ingram, Asst. Director 
2705 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44104 
(Near Shaker Square) 
(216) 400-8212

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Will Irby, Director 
Chaunice Hill, Asst. Director 
800 Linn Drive   
Cleveland, OH 44108 
(216) 268-6990 (School #) 
(Area of St. Clair & Lakeview Rd.)

EAST CLEVELAND CLUB 
Roscoe Morgan, Area Director 
Danielle Ware, Asst. Director
14801 Shaw Avenue 
E. Cleveland, OH 44112 
(216) 681-2812

MICHAEL R. WHITE 
Edwina Johnson, Site Coordinator 
1000 E. 92nd Street 
Cleveland, OH 44108 
(Glenville area off St. Clair & E. 105) 
(216) 534-7013

GARFIELD HEIGHTS 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Laronda McWhorter, Director 
12000 Maple Leaf Drive 
Garfield Heights, OH 44125

BOLTON (Ready Readers Plus Only) 
Barbara Bell, Site Coordinator 
9803 Quebec Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
(216) 231-2585

MOUND (Ready Readers Plus Only) 
Pamela Craig, Site Coordinator 
5935 Ackley Road 
Cleveland, OH 44105 
(216) 341-2671

CHARLES ELIOT (SPARK Only)
Barbara Bell, Program Coordinator 
15700 Lotus Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44128 
(216) 752-0100

Contact Us

About Club News
Our mission is to inform and entertain our Club members and their 
families with honesty and integrity.

Editor:  Rikki Kyle
Reporters: Jakayla Douglas, Neallyn Vega, Dominique Edwards, 
Janella Blanchard, Zaina Sanford, Karoline Torres
Editorial consultants: Ken Wood, Lauren Pollock and Matt Bott of 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland

Visit Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland at www.clevekids.org or follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn.

What we offer
Arts:  Art, ballet, band, graphic design, recording, hip-hop dance, fashion 
design, drama, creative writing, guitar, African dance and drums.  For 
more details, contact Arts Director Matt Bott at mbott@clevekids.org or 
(216) 883-2106 Ext. 240.

Athletics:  Sports, including flag football, basketball, volleyball, baseball, 
fitness.  Contact your local Club director.

Education:  Help with reading, math and other subjects plus tutoring and 
assistance with college applications.  Contact Academic Success Manager 
Jazmine Walker at jwalker@clevekids.org or  (216) 883-2106 Ext. 249.

Temporary sites for two Clubs
This summer only, two of our 
Clubs are operating temporary 
sites due to construction. Our 
FDR Club is operating at Patrick 
Henry School, while our Charles 
Dickens Club is temporarily 
located at A.J. Rickoff School.

This FREE summer program offers 
fun STEM education activities for 
grades (K-12) while focusing on 
AEROSPACE and EARTH SCIENCE.

Applications accepted on a first come, first served basis.  
Open to ALL students, including home school students.

www.tri-c.edu/murep  |  216-987-6301

Summer 2016 | Starting July 5

Minority University 
Research Education 
Project (MUREP) 
Aerospace Academy

16-0627
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