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On Jan. 28, teens at the Broadway 
Club participated in the second 

game of Juvenile Justice Jeopardy (JJJ). 
Derived from the Jeopardy! 

television game, JJJ offers teens an 
opportunity to explore what they 
think they know about the juvenile 
justice system. In addition, it lets them 
look at how the media portrays teen 
violence and criminality to them—and 
how much they believe it.   

The kids were very interactive while 
playing JJJ. Everyone had fun playing 
the game – it was a good way to think 
about the questions and to get to know 
each other.  It’s a good way to build 
teamwork and have a discussion.  
In addition, all the kids were very 
competitive. 

 “We should play this game every 
Friday,” said Frank Austin, one of 25 
teens who played.  

The game is aimed at teaching teens 

the workings of the juvenile justice 
system, their rights and obligations, 
and how to interact with officers 
respectfully and avoid confrontations. 
The game takes 90 minutes to play 
and is aimed at being realistic. Teens 
are asked to answer 24 questions, with 
pizza as an incentive for their effort.   

The game also helps teens 
understand and navigate the 
difference between what their legal 
rights may be and the reality of how 
the system works. The game plays 
out how some survival strategies 
employed by youths make them 
vulnerable to arrest, detention and 
incarceration.  

Each session ends by asking the 
teens, “What surprised you the most 
today? What did you learn that was 
new?” Adults working with the 
youths who play the game often learn 
a lot about the juvenile justice system 

themselves and 
express gratitude 
for being educated.  

Natalie Friedl, 
executive director 
of P-16, the 
Cleveland literacy 
cooperative, was 
one of the adults 
attending the 
session. “JJJ was 
awesome!” she said. 
“We should do this 
with all topics. I 
noticed lightbulbs 
going off.”   

Several teens said 
they learned a lot from the game. 

 “Man, you got to be careful who 
you hang with,” Truvero Spencer 
said. Ja-naisha Hightower, another 
Broadway teen, said she learned 
“male police officers can’t pat frisk 

girls – it’s against the law.” 
At the end of the event, several 

kids complimented others on 
something that person did during 
the game. 

Game illustrates real-life juvenile 
justice issues for Club teens
By Ronquel Hepner

Special delivery: Our Clubs bring water to Flint
By Toryion Whiting

On Feb. 15, 29 teens from 
Broadway and Saint Luke’s 

Boys & Girls Clubs, along with two 
volunteers and 5 staff members, 
drove to Flint, Mich. for a great 
cause. 

In January, we started collecting 
water for the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Flint due to the 
contamination of lead in their water 
pipes. Prior to this, I thought Boys & 
Girls Clubs were only in Cleveland. 
Mrs. Myesha informed the Club 
kids that Boys & Girls Clubs are 
throughout America and on military 
bases abroad as well. 

The day we drove to Flint, we met 
at the Club, had a small snack and 
played basketball until everyone 
arrived. We traveled in three Boys 
& Girls Club vans, and that was the 
beginning of our 3.5 hour drive to 
Flint. Although the trip was long, 
it was similar when we enter our 
Club – our energy and excitement 
was very high. It was surprising to 
see that their Club was similar; it felt 
like home. 

A lot of the teens compared 
Cleveland Clubs to Flint. Unlike our 

Club, Flint Club is located inside of 
an old elementary school.  Here are 
some of the remarks I overheard: 
“Our teen center is way better than 
theirs! I have to tell the other teens 

to be grateful.” “They have a sofa in 
their teen room.” “They have a lot of 
program areas here.” 

During our tour we noticed 
that there were cases of water 

everywhere. Flint Club Director 
Emily Leonard said, “We appreciate 
the support from the entire BGCA 
family. We have water distributions 
weekly because we have so much 
water.”  

From Jan. 28 to Feb. 15, we 
collected 300 cases of water, 25 
water jugs, 15 bottles of hand 
sanitizer, 35 packs of wipes and two 
Brita filters at Broadway.  All of this 
was taken to Flint.  

In Flint, we played a basketball 
game and we lost. After leaving the 
Club we went to Chipotle and talked 
about our experience. Everyone was 
extremely humbled and grateful for 
the experience. Prior to going, we 
did not understand the severity of 
the water issue. The water fountains 
and faucets were covered. The kids 
washed their hands with bottled 
water. They filled a Gatorade jug 
with bottled water for drinking 
throughout the day.  

In closing, from this experience I 
am more grateful for clean water. I 
could not imagine not having it. We 
would like to continue to support 
Flint throughout this crisis.
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Jobs, pizza on agenda at March 3 open house
You can grab a slice of pizza and learn more about a new workforce development program for teens when Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland holds a 

career-builder open house from 6-7:30 p.m. March 3. 
The event is at BGCC’s Broadway Club, 6114 Broadway Ave., Cleveland. 
The program is open to all high school students and their parents.  BGCC, which provides safe, fun after-school activities for kids at 14 locations, will 

introduce its workforce program, which is aimed at teens who are seeking careers that do not necessarily require a college education. Program and 
company representatives will be on hand to answer questions about different career fields. 

The program is focused on introducing the many career fields available and assisting students in preparing for and finding jobs in the field of their 
choice. 

Club alumna Shyanne Beard, who now works for Towlift, will also be talking about how the Boys & Girls Club experience can be used as a springboard 
to getting a job.  

For more information on the event or the program, contact Dennis Kucler at (216) 883-2106 Ext. 224 or dkucler@clevekids.org.

Water was collected at the Broadway Boys 
& Girls Club (above) and transported via 
Northern Haserot truck (near right) to the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Flint (far 
right). We delivered the water to Flint on 
February 15.

Leader Brian Webster reads a question.
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FDR captures BGCC 
girls’ volleyball crown
By Destiny Cannon and Briasia Winfree

The Franklin D. Roosevelt Club volleyball team came 
into the fall season ready to dominate! 

A team of fun, funny, passionate and talented girls 
banded together with the mission to be champions. 
They “Dabbed” through the season keeping the 
spirit of fun alive each time they touched the court. 
Although there was a lot of fun there was no shortage 
of hard work. As the season progressed the team 
became more like sisters. The bond of friendship 
carried beyond the court at Cleveland State University’s Woodling Gym, 
where they defeated King Kennedy to take the 2015 BGCC Girls Volleyball 
Championship. 

“Both teams played a tremendous match,” BGCC Athletic Director Rob 
Anderson said. 

King Kennedy came out hot as they took an early 10-1 lead in the first game, 
but FDR battled back and came out on top with a 26-24 victory in extra time. 
With the momentum on their side, FDR remained strong as they went on to win 
game two and the Championship Match, 25-11. 

Dreams abound during 
Black History Month
By Jakayla Douglas

February was Black History Month.  We 
celebrated it at all our Boys & Girls Clubs. 

At the Broadway Club, I wanted to discuss this 
in a serious manner.  So I asked three kids and 
two adults about their dreams for our members 
and the community during Black History Month.   

“I dream that we have peace on our streets,” 
said Mr. Ron Soeder. 

Mrs. Samantha Shahid said she dreams of a 
day “when all children get to know Jesus.” 

Member Akiya James said she wants “to have 
peace on earth.” 

Another kid, Grace Horton, has a dream of 
going to college.  Isabelle Hayes told me she 
dreams of “seeing brighter days.” 

At the Heights Youth Club in Cleveland 
Heights, member Bernard Stevens noted, “Barack Obama is the first 
black president.  He makes it so that someday I can be president.”  

Conwell’s Olympic dreams: 
HYC cheers on one of its own
By Tyria Wickliff

On Jan. 6, Heights Youth Club held 
a press conference and rally for 

18-year-old Olympic Boxer Charles 
Conwell. 

Charles became a member of 
Heights Youth Club at the age of 8 
and remained in the Club until he 
graduated middle school. He was 
one of the first 100 members of the 
Club and still visits from time to time. During the press conference 
Charles credited the Club for being a fun place to go after school that 
kept him out of trouble and on a positive path.  

Club members showed their support by making a “Good Luck 
Charles” poster.  In addition, our cheerleaders cheered him on. 
His advice to our members was to “stay focused” and “don’t 
procrastinate.” 

He also thanked the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland for being there 
before he began boxing and for supporting him in his bid for the 
Olympics. 

In December, Conwell, a 165-pound middleweight, closed in on a 
2016 Olympic berth by beating four fighters in his division at the U.S. 
Olympic Team Trials for boxing in Reno, Nevada.  The 2016 Summer 
Olympics will be Aug. 5-21 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Club kids ‘experience’
Cavs game in a new way
By Rikki Kyle

On Jan. 23, seven children from the East 
Cleveland Boys & Girls Club enjoyed a 

Cleveland Cavaliers basketball game VIP style. 
The event was hosted by Alex and Michael 

Sheck, President and Co-Founder of Experience 
the Game, a nonprofit organization that works 
to provide underprivileged children from lower-
income families the opportunity to experience 
professional sporting events, and included a 
variety of fun activities. 

The children were invited by Cleveland 
Cavaliers Center Timofey Mozgov to sit on the 
floor during pre-game warmups. They enjoyed 
an all-you-can-eat buffet in the VIP Club box and 
even got to meet some players. 

Experience the Game President and Co-founder 
Alex Sheck says that “it’s great to help us escape our busy lives for one night, and 
it’s nice to see the kids have fun and smile.” 

Experience the Game was established in 2013 by Sheck and his father, 
Michael. They are from Chicago. Michael Sheck says that “with all that’s going 
on in society, we hope to change some lives and make it better. These kids are 
our future.” 

Club kid Gia Clements got to experience the game on her birthday.  She says 
that her favorite part was “meeting and taking a picture with Tristan Thompson. 
It was the best birthday.” 

The 2015 Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland Youth of the Year will be 
announced at a March 11 recognition breakfast at the Broadway Club.  

Five impressive and accomplished teens are vying for this honor.  Here are 
snapshots of the five candidates:

Jasmine Berry, East Cleveland Club  
Jasmine Berry is an 18 year old senior at Shaw High School. 

Jasmine is an early childhood education major at Shaw 
and hopes to one day become a daycare owner. She will be 
graduating high school with her CDA license.  Jasmine has 
been with the Club for two and a half years, starting at the 
Cleveland Heights location and later coming to the East 
Cleveland site once it opened.  Jasmine is also very interested 
in becoming a beautician; she spends her free time brushing 
up on her beauty skills. Along with being a promising 
beautician, she is a talented musician  and has played the 
saxophone since 4th grade.

Elijah Colvin, King Kennedy Club 
Elijah Colvin is a 17 years old senior who attends The 

Cleveland School Of Science And Medicine at the John 
Hay High School campus.  After high school, he plans 
to start college and pursue a career in medicine.  His 
dream occupation is to be a cardiovascular surgeon. Growing 
up, he always considered himself to be nothing less than a 
leader. Elijah says he “loves to help people and strengthen 
their weaknesses to succeed in life.”  Elijah’s role model is Dr. 
Ben Carson. Once Elijah receives his professional degree, he 
plans on being a big donor to the Boys & Girls Clubs.

Tamia Jones, Broadway Club 
Tamia Jones has been a member of Broadway Club of 

the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland since 2011. She attends 
Cleveland School of the Arts. Tamia works as junior staff 
member and is currently the vice president of the Keystone 
Club.  Tamia is a high school senior and maintains a 3.5 GPA. 
Tamia enjoys spending time in the education library, where 
she engages younger Club members through homework help, 
reading and dance. She is a highly intelligent, perceptive 
young woman.

Aaron Hemphill, Heights Youth Club 
 Aaron Hemphill  has been a member of the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Cleveland since the age of 7.  Aaron has participated 
in Passport to Manhood, Torch Club, Diplomas 2 Degrees and, 
most recently, the Keystone Club.  Aaron is serving as the 
2016 Keystone Tigers Club President and will be attending the 
National Keystone Conference in Dallas, Texas.  One of his 
best memories of the Club was his television news interview 
at the age of 11. Aaron’s plans include attending Central 
State University in the fall, where he will pursue a degree 
mechanical engineering.

Zayllianny Mojica, Lincoln West Club  
Zayllianny Mojica is a senior at Lincoln West High School. 

She is 17 years old and has been involved with the Club since 
the 7th grade (12 years old). She will be attending Cleveland 
State University in the fall and majoring in social work.

Youth of the Year candidates 
have aspired, achieved

Bernard Stevens

Our kids and Timofey Mozgov

Charles Conwell
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Jaybriona Wells

“I plan on becoming a 
doctor. I want to be a 
doctor because I love to 
help people.”

Javion Dudley

“I want to be a professional 
basketball player for the 
Cleveland Cavaliers.”

Jakayla Douglas

 “I want to be a veterinarian.”

Upcoming Events
Note:  When Cleveland Municipal School District buildings are closed due 
to bad weather, our Cleveland Clubs will also be closed.   Our East Cleveland 
and Heights Youth Center Clubs will close when the school districts in 
those cities (East Cleveland City Schools and Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District) cancel classes.

March 3 – Open house for teens interested in BGCC workforce development 
program. 6-7:30 p.m., Broadway Club. Pizza and refreshments served

March (date TBD) – BGCC steel drum performance at Cleveland Museum of Art

March 11 – Youth of the Year & Recognition Breakfast, 7:30-9 a.m., Broadway Club

March 12 – BGCC President Ron Soeder is a featured speaker at the Greater 
Cleveland Caucus: A Town Hall Meeting on Community Solutions, 
presented in partnership with the City Club of Cleveland, 
Neighborhood Connections, Cleveland Young Professional Senate, 
Crain’s Cleveland Business and Ideastream

April 22 – Earth Day art, gardening projects, Heights Youth Club

April 29 – Women’s Board Fashion Show & Luncheon, Landerhaven

May 5 – BGCC Spring Arts Showcase, location TBD

May 30 – Clubs closed for Memorial Day

June 25 – Race for Kids, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

June 27 – Taco Bell Charity Golf Classic, Barrington Golf Club, Aurora

June 29 – TeamSmile dental program to improve children’s oral health, 
Progressive Field, Cleveland

Club Talk

Davonte Hurt

“I want to join the Air 
Force but I also have an 
interest in Duke University. 
I would also like to be a 
veterinarian.”

Joshua Blanchard

“I want to be a comedian.”

Tamara Pierce

 “I want to be a foot doctor, a 
podiatrist.”

Brandon Jackson

 “I want to be in the NBA. I 
want to become MVP and 
win a championship game.”

Reggie Walker

“I want to be in the NBA. I 
would like to win at least 
three championship rings.”

What do you want to be when you grow up?

Members give thumbs up
to new Lincoln West teen center
By Neallyn Vega

The new Teen Center located at Lincoln West High school had 
its Grand Opening on Jan. 25. 

The Lincoln West Teen Center includes a new pool table, brand 
new MAC computers, a ping pong table, two new TVs with Play 
Station and Xbox, and a lounge for teens to hang out at and eat 
dinner that the Club provides.  

Clark Williams said, “The Club is fun to come to because I can 
play ping pong with my friends and meet new people.’’ 

 “I like coming to the Club because it’s a place where I can relax 
and see my friends,” Ramadhani Bizo said. “I also enjoy the food 
that they give us.” 

From my own viewpoint, I like coming to the Club because 
they have video games, it’s quiet and I get to hang out with my 
closest friends. The Lincoln West Teen Center is one of 14 sites 
operated by Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland. 

The staff, including Mr. Alex Rivera and Ms. Sandra Del Valle, 
spent much of January cleaning and sprucing up the space.  
New signs are coming.

Before After
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BROADWAY CLUB  
Myesha Crowe, Director 
Gloria Jones, Asst. Director 
6114 Broadway Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44127 
(216) 883-4663   

HEIGHTS YOUTH CLUB  
Roscoe Morgan, Area Director  
Beverly Burgess, Director 
2065 Lee Road  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
(216) 321-2582       

KING KENNEDY CLUB  
Richard Starr, Director  
2561 East 59th Street  
Cleveland, OH 44104  
(216) 881-4636   

CHARLES DICKENS 
[Replaces MT. PLEASANT CLUB] 
Brandy Stewart, Program Coordinator 
13013 Corlett Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44105

JOHN ADAMS TEEN CENTER 
[Replaces MT. PLEASANT CLUB]
Brian Webster, Director 
3817 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44105

WALTON 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Courtney Mickens, Director  
3409 Walton Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
(216) 774-9675

LUIS MUNOZ MARIN 
[Replaces WEST SIDE CLUB] 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Craig Bender, Asst. Director 
1701 Castle Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44113

LINCOLN WEST TEEN CENTER 
[Replaces WEST SIDE CLUB]
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Alex Rivera, Teen Coordinator 
3202 West 30th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
(216) 459-2697

SAINT LUKE’S MANOR 
Jackie Fehrenbach, Director 
Earl Ingram, Asst. Director 
2705 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44104 
(Near Shaker Square) 
(216) 400-8212

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Will Irby, Director 
Chaunice Hill, Asst. Director 
800 Linn Drive   
Cleveland, OH 44108 
(216) 268-6990 (School #) 
(Area of St. Clair & Lakeview Rd.)

EAST CLEVELAND CLUB 
Roscoe Morgan, Area Director 
Danielle Ware, Asst. Director 
14801 Shaw Avenue 
E. Cleveland, OH 44112 
(216) 681-2812

MICHAEL R. WHITE 
Beverly Burgess, Director 
1000 E. 92nd Street 
Cleveland, OH 44108 
(Glenville area off St. Clair & E. 105) 
(216) 534-7013

BOLTON (Ready Readers Plus Only) 
Barbara Bell, Site Coordinator 
9803 Quebec Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
(216) 231-2585

MOUND (Ready Readers Plus Only) 
Jazmine Walker, Academic Success Manager 
5935 Ackley Road 
Cleveland, OH 44105 
(216) 341-2671

CHARLES ELIOT (SPARK Only)
Barbara Bell, Program Coordinator 
15700 Lotus Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44128 
(216) 752-0100

Contact Us

Gateway to College is designed for young 
adults ages 16 to 21 who have left high school 
without graduating or are significantly behind 
in credits and unlikely to graduate on time. 
This dual credit program allows students to 
complete their high school requirements while 
simultaneously progressing toward a college 
degree or certificate by taking classes at 
Cuyahoga Community College.

GATEWAY
COLLEGE

to

16-0192

For more information call 216-987-3843, 
or visit www.tri-c.edu/gateway.

Since 1938.  
Strong. Stable. Safe.
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About Club News
Our mission is to inform and entertain our Club members and their 
families with honesty and integrity.

Editor:  Rikki Kyle
Reporters: Destiny Cannon, Jakayla Douglas, Ronquel  Hepner, 
Neallyn Vega, Toryion Whiting, Tyria Wickliff, Briasia Winfree 
Editorial consultants: Ken Wood, Lauren Pollock and Matt Bott of 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland

Visit Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland at www.clevekids.org or follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn.

What we offer
Arts:  Art, ballet, band, graphic design, recording (starting May 2016), hip-
hop dance, fashion design, drama, creative writing, guitar, African dance 
and drums.  For more details, contact Arts Director Matt Bott at mbott@
clevekids.org or (216) 883-2106 Ext. 240. 

Athletics:  Sports, including flag football, basketball, volleyball, baseball 
(coming soon), fitness.  Contact Athletic Director Rob Anderson at rander-
son@clevekids.org or  (216) 883-2106 Ext. 250. 

Education:  Help with reading, math and other subjects plus tutoring and 
assistance with college applications.  Contact Academic Success Manager 
Jazmine Walker at jwalker@clevekids.org or  (216) 883-2106 Ext. 249.

Revamped website to launch April 1
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland website is getting a makeover. 

The new-look website, www.clevekids.org, will debut April 1.  The redesigned 
site will have a cleaner look,  expanded information about our Clubs, a more 
comprehensive calendar and interactive features.  Check it out! 


