
CLUB NEWS

On Nov. 7, the Boys & Girls Club’s 
Band and Choir met Smokey 

Robinson at the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame. Twenty-seven youths 
ages 7 to 16 performed “My Girl” for 
Smokey Robinson while he danced.  
“I thought it was going to be boring 
because he was from the old times, 
but when I saw his head, I was like, 
Oh my gosh, that’s Smokey!” said 
clarinetist Karoline Torres.   “He had 
very perfect teeth, and he smelled 
really good,” added trumpeter, 
Ariella Cancel. “We tried to get 
autographs, and we had the Sharpie 
in our hand, and then later when we 
could have gotten autographs, we 
had lost the Sharpie. There was no 
Sharpie to be found,” said Karoline.

A panel of youth interviewed him 
and Smokey shared interesting 
moments from his life. One of 
the funniest ones was his worst 
gig. “Him and his friends had just 
started their band and there was 
this big tall guy standing in front 
of him, so Smokey sang right into 
his chest,” said trumpeter, Nayeliz 

Nieves. “He broke his rib 
playing football when he was 
in high school,” remembers 
trombonist Ian Nazario. 
“When he was younger, he 
used to go fishing with his 
dad, but when he was older, he 
stopped liking it.”  

What they will remember 
most about meeting Smokey 
is that he was one of the 
all-time greatest artists 
because of his songs and 
their messages, writing songs 
for the Jackson Five, the 
Temptations, and others. “When 
he went to an audition, he didn’t 
win anything, and when he left, 
he saw some famous guy (Barry 
Gordy), and Barry Gordy saw his big 
fat notebook and asked him about 
it, and that’s how he got started,” 
added Ian. “He told us never to give 
up on our dreams,” said Karoline. 

Before meeting Smokey Robinson, 
the youth in the band and choir had 
prepared by learning about Motown 
Music.  They also had a blues 

workshop with Lake Erie Ink where 
they wrote a blues song about 
Smokey Robinson’s life. They also 
learned to sing and play “Get Ready” 
and “Papa was a Rolling Stone.” The 
youth said they really enjoyed the 
beat of Motown, and the “badomp” 
of the bass beneath the other 
instruments in the intro to “Papa 
was a Rolling Stone.”  “I like how all 
the singers aren’t singing the same 
thing,” said Karoline.  “Alto, Soprano, 
Tenor,” added Nayeliz. The Boys & 

Girls Club Band includes trumpet, 
trombone, clarinet, saxophone, 
flute, and piano. They study with 
Chris Anderson and Mr. Davis from 
Open Tone Music every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, about 
seven hours a week total. The choir 
practices on Saturday at Tri-C as 
well with Miss Miree.

Co-written by musicians Ariella 
Cancel, Karoline Torres, Nayeliz 
Nieves, and Ian Nazaria.

Our kids play, sing for 
Smokey Robinson at Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame

Meet Rikki Kyle, editor of our new Club newspaper
Today, the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

Cleveland is introducing a new 
member-produced newspaper, 
Club News, and announcing the 
appointment of Rikki Kyle, 16, as 
editor.

Club News will be published 
every other month.  It will contain 
stories, photos, cartoons and 
creative writing pieces done by 
Club members.  In addition, kids in 
our graphic design program will be 
helping with the layout.  Editorial 
supervision will be provided by 
members of the Boys & Girls Clubs 

staff. Starting with the 
March-April issue, we will 
be accepting advertising 
in the newspaper to offset 
our costs.

Rikki, who lives in East 
Cleveland, is a junior 
at Beaumont School 
for Girls, where she is a 
member of the National 
Honor Society.  She is 
also a member of the 
Ohio Leadership Council, a Youth 
Advocate for Sexual Reproduction 
Rights and a leader of the Cleveland 

Rape Crisis Center Youth 
360 Program. Rikki is a 
member of the junior staff 
at the East Cleveland Boys 
& Girls Club, where she 
works closely with Club 
members.

‘The Boys & Girls Club 
has helped me grow in 
numerous ways,” she said. 
“I enjoy spending time 

with the kids.”
In 2015, Rikki was co-winner of 

the annual Careers in Broadcasting 
competition co-sponsored by WKYC, 

Taco Bell and Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Cleveland.  The competition 
took place at the WKYC studios in 
Cleveland.

In her spare time, Rikki enjoys 
sewing, reading and playing with 
her dog, Bella.   In college, she plans 
to study psychology and minor 
in African-American and gender 
studies.

Members or parents who have story 
ideas or comments can send them to 
Rikki at East Cleveland.
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Want to start a horticulture business?
Learn how through our Club farm program

Kids 15-18 years old who are interested in “growing” their own businesses, literally, can 
apply now for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland farm program. In 2016, this program 

will be expanding – 10 participants will be able to learn how to start, operate and grow their 
own business using their horticultural experiences.

2016 Farm Program applications will be available starting on Jan. 4, and an informational 
session about the program and application process will take place at 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 7 
in the Broadway Club multipurpose room.

These are part-time, paid positions. Participants work about 10 hours a week in the spring 
and fall and about 15 hours a week in the summer.

Participants will not only grow and sell produce; they will also be planting trees, 
installing a pollinator garden and be performing lawn maintenance at the Broadway Club.  
The pollinator garden will be used as a space for the participants to lead environmental 
education programming for the SPARK kids. The program will give our kids a chance to 
master the five key parts of entrepreneurship, which are planning, risk-taking, sales and 
marketing, communication and problem-solving skills.

This is a great entry point for those wanting to start a business.  If you have questions or 
want more information on the program, contact Farm Site Manager Chelsea Duty at (216) 
883-2106, Ext. 252.

Artwork created by the West Side Club was presented to Smokey. 

Kievra Harris waters vegetables at Broadway. 

Rikki Kyle
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Broadway defeats FDR for football title

Our Broadway and Franklin D. Roosevelt Clubs played this year’s Flag Football 
Championship game Oct. 20 under the bright lights of Case Western Reserve 

University’s DiSanto Field, thanks to a group of supporters and volunteers. 
Broadway captured the title, 38-6, before an energized crowd of 300 that 
included parents, Club cheerleaders, Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland staff 
members and a few CWRU students.

A special thanks goes out to Dr. James P. Anderson, who provided buses for 
families, rented a food truck and supplied team members and cheerleaders with 
hats and gloves. We are also grateful to CWRU for letting us use the field and to 
Club directors Richard Starr and Roscoe Morgan, who organized the league.

Polar Express: the most exciting way 
to get to the North Pole and back
By Jakayla Douglas

About Club News
Our mission is to inform and entertain our Club members and 
their families with honesty and integrity.

Editor:  Rikki Kyle
Reporters: Ayanna Hagwood Brown, Jakayla Douglas, Destiney 
Cannon, Terrill Oatman, Brianne  Westel, Jamir Cunningham, 
Ariella Cancel, Karoline Torres, Nayeliz Nieves and Ian Nazaria.
Editorial consultants: Ken Wood, Jamal Collins and Matt Bott of 
Boys & Clubs of Cleveland, and Cynthia Larsen of Lake Erie Ink

Follow Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland on Facebook, Twitter and 
LinkedIn.

Club kids find creative energy
in graphic design program
By Terrill Oatman

When nine kids from the Boys & Girls Club went on the Polar Express, it 
was fun.

It was a long drive to the train, all the way to Independence in the Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park. It was around 5 or 6 p.m. on Dec. 2 when we got 
there and got on board the train. I thought it was really fun because we got 
chocolate chip cookies and we also got to see Santa Claus. Here are some of 
the comments from others who were there:

“The Polar Express experience was nice,” said Ayanna Brown Hagwood. “The 
hot chocolate was probably my favorite. I like Santa Claus also.”

Mr. Ron, who went on the Polar Express with his daughter and grandson, 
said, “It was terrific. My favorite part was seeing smiles on the Boys & Girls 
Club kids’ faces. I also liked the elves and the trip to the North Pole.”

Club kid Day’mirr-rea Wright added, “I enjoyed seeing Santa and his elves 
because they gave me hot chocolate and cookies. They also rang their bells, 
which was fun.”

“One thing I liked was the cookies – I wanted to have more,” said Grace 
Horton, another Club kid. “I wish there were more! And the hot chocolate was 
good. I saw Santa, and he gave each of us a bell,”

Mr. Ken, who rode the train with Mrs. Ken, said he and his wife had a great 
time spending time with the kids and singing holiday songs during the trip. It 
was the first time they had ever been on the Polar Express. “It was really nice 
of First Energy and CEI to make this possible for our kids,” Mr. Ken said.

Youth at the Boys and Girls Club participate in a variety of 
activities.

The East Cleveland Club now offers a graphic design program 
where the kids can learn the basics of graphic arts and graphic 
design. Taught by Jamal Collins on Tuesdays and Thursdays, youth 
ages 9 and up have the opportunity to gain valuable skills and 
experience through this program.

Nya Atkins,who participates in the program, says that she “likes 
graphic design because it is a creative way of expressing different 
types of art work.”

For more information on the East Cleveland Graphic Design 
program and other programs, contact assistant club director Danielle 
Ware at (216) 681-2812.

Kids not going to college now 
have career pathway through Club

We have launched a new workforce development program aimed 
at creating careers for teens who do not attend college.  Dennis 

A. Kucler, who has more than 40 years of experience in domestic 
and international technology sales and marketing, is directing this 
initiative.

The workforce development program differs from many others 
in that it provides not just a job but a career pathway for those who 
do not pursue a post-secondary education.  Kucler will explore the 
hiring needs of local companies – the BGCC is already in discussions 
with several firms, including Liberty Ford – to determine what skills 
they need to see from a potential employee in order to guarantee 
that person a job.  Club members following one of these career paths 
would have to attend all training, graduate from high school and stay 
out of trouble.

“For a kid, if you complete the program you will have a job when 
you get out of school,” Kucler said.  “We are going to work with our 
kids to provide skills and training, with the idea of a guaranteed job 
at the end.”

Kucler said companies need reliable, trained workers.  And, he 
said, there are good career options for teens who do not go to college. 
“From my aspect, I’m a firm believer that what a lot of these kids need 
is hope – hope for the future,” he said.

Companies interested in the program can contact Kucler at 
dkucler@clevekids.org.  

Kucler, who holds an engineering degree from Northwestern 
University and a master’s in business from Columbia University, 
has extensive experience in domestic and international technology 
sales, sales and business management, marketing and senior level 
relationship development.  A Westlake resident and Vietnam veteran, 
he has worked for IBM, Hewlett-Packard and Vodafone.

Broadway’s offense, above, gets a few cheers.

Santa, left, made an appearance before the journey ended. 

Club kids meet with the Cavs design team. 
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Donnaisa Willis

“Greens with hot sauce.”

Roger Miller

“Pizza with cheese, 
veggies, sausage and 
pepperoni.”

Kyarrah Winfree

 “At the Club, my favorite 
food is the mashed potatoes 
with seasoning. They 
remind me of the mashed 
potatoes from KFC.”

Upcoming Events
Note:  All Boys & Girls Clubs will be closed on days when the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District calls off classes.

Jan. 4 – Basketball season begins, runs through February.

January (dates TBD) – Heights Youth Club K-6 wrestling program.

Jan. 7 – Information session about BGCC farm program at 4 p.m. in the Broadway
Club multipurpose room. This program is for kids 15-18 years old.  
Applications available starting Jan. 4.

Jan. 9 — Skylar Diggins’ Shoot 4 the Sky Basketball Camp from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at Broadway Club. Registration: http://www.shoot4thesky.com/skylar-
diggins-basketball-camp-tour/register/

Jan. 14 – Heights Youth Club art program will visit Museum of Contemporary Art 
Cleveland.

Jan. 16 – Heights Youth Club cheerleading team will be performing.

Jan. 18 – Clubs will be closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

February – Black History Month celebrations.

Feb. 12 – Heights Youth Club art program will visit Cleveland Museum of Art.

Feb. 15 – Clubs closed for Presidents Day.

Feb. 23 - Youth of the Year judging at Nestle.

March (date TBD) – Annual Heights Youth Club Keystone event.

March 11 -- Youth of the Year and Recognition Breakfast at Broadway Club.

June 25 -- Our annual Race for Kids at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.

Club Talk

Briana Moore

“Mashed potatoes and 
meatloaf.”

Khiya Kimbrough

“A kids meal at 
McDonald’s.”

Vaniyah Johnson

 “Meatless Mondays are 
my favorite. I really like the 
grilled cheese sandwiches.”

Jayla Nickerson

 “My favorite meal is the 
chicken and salad.”

Jaeshon Morris

“Pizza.”

What is your favorite meal?

Ronquel Hepner receives 
MyCom Youth Voice Award

Congratulations to Broadway Boys & Girls Club member 
Ronquel Hepner,  winner of the 

MyCom Youth Voice Award for his 
leadership within our Keystone Club 
and the Slavic Village Youth Leadership 
Council.

Ronquel led meetings, attended all 
events for both leadership groups 
and helped lead the planning of the 
Teen Community Service Project in 
which youths gave clothing donated 
by Burlington Coat Factory and other essential items to 
needy families. He was nominated by Natalie Friedhl 
from Slavic Village and P-16.

The award, presented in collaboration with WKYC-TV 
and sponsored by The Cleveland Foundation, was given 
Nov. 19 at a ceremony at Lago in The Flats. 

Anderson joins BGCC 
as new Athletic Director

Rob Anderson, a North Olmsted native and Ohio 
University graduate, has been named the new athletic 

director for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland.  
Anderson, who lives in North Ridgeville, will 

coordinate all sports activities for BGCC, which serves 
approximately 8,000 kids each year at its Clubs in 
Cleveland, Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland.  He 
will work full-time for BGCC during the fall and winter 
months and continue to serve as director of operations 
for the Cleveland Baseball Federation during the spring 
and summer seasons.

Anderson will be creating a Club-wide athletics 
schedule for BGCC, which has been operating without an 
athletic director.  In addition, BGCC will start a baseball 
academy in 2016.
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In January, Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland will transition 
its current West Side and Mount Pleasant Club locations to 

school sites.
The programming at the existing West Side Club of 

Trowbridge Avenue will transition to locations at Lincoln West 
High School (grades 8-12) and Luiz Munoz Marin Elementary 
(grades K-8).  Mount Pleasant Club activities will be based at 
John Adams High School (grades 8-12) and Charles Dickens 
Elementary (grades K-8). Charles Dickens will be a Ready 
Readers Plus site for the remainder of the school year. 

Lincoln West is on West 30th Street, while Luis Munoz Marin 
is located on Castle Avenue.  John Adams High School is on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Charles Dickens is on 
Corlett  Avenue.

A BGCC President Ron Soeder said the move will strengthen 
the organization’s relationship Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District, ensure safe passage for Club kids, allow BGCC to 
introduce new sports and arts programs, help attract new 
members and save money on overhead costs that can now be 
used for programming.  Soeder said the transition is “in line 
with our long-range plans to locate Clubs at Cleveland school 
sites rather than owning buildings. We believe it will result 
in a better Club experience for our kids and bring in more 
members.”

The buildings housing the former West Side and Mount 
Pleasant Clubs will remain in service to the community.  Two local nonprofit organizations have expressed an interest in purchasing the Trowbridge 
Avenue building, and Mount Pleasant building has been donated to the nonprofit 1st Stop Healthcare Solutions, which is owned by former Club member 
Kerrena Gilmore RN BSN.  The building will be used as an educational training school and for community projects in the Mount Pleasant area.

New locations are established 
for West Side, Mt. Pleasant Clubs

A FREE 8-week (K-12) program 
offering Fun STEM education activities 
(including field trips) while focusing on 
AEROSPACE and EARTH SCIENCE.

Applications are a first come, first served basis.  
Open to ALL students, including home school students.

www.tric.edu/murep  |  216-987-6301

Winter 2016 | January 23 - March 12

Minority University 
Research Education 
Project (MUREP) 
Aerospace Academy

15-1058

Since 1938.  
Strong. Stable. Safe.
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Contact Us
BROADWAY CLUB  
Myesha Crowe, Director 
Gloria Jones, Asst. Director 
6114 Broadway Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44127 
(216) 883-4663   

HEIGHTS YOUTH CLUB  
Roscoe Morgan, Area Director  
Rodney Collins, Director 
2065 Lee Road  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
(216) 321-2582       

KING KENNEDY CLUB  
Richard Starr, Director  
2561 East 59th Street  
Cleveland, OH 44104  
(216) 881-4636   

CHARLES DICKENS 
[Replaces MT. PLEASANT CLUB] 
Brandy Steward, Program Coordinator 
13013 Corlett Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44105

JOHN ADAMS TEEN CENTER 
[Replaces MT. PLEASANT CLUB]
Dayaneth Berdiel, Director 
3817 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44105

WALTON 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Courtney Mickens, Director  
3409 Walton Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
(216) 774-9675

LUIS MUNOZ MARIN 
[Replaces WEST SIDE CLUB] 
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Craig Bender, Asst. Director 
1701 Castle Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44113

LINCOLN WEST TEEN CENTER 
[Replaces WEST SIDE CLUB]
Sandra Del Valle, Area Director 
Alex Rivera, Teen Coordinator 
3202 West 30th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
(216) 459-2697

SAINT LUKE’S MANOR 
Jackie Fehrenbach, Director 
Earl Ingram, Asst. Director 
2705 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44104 
(Near Shaker Square) 
(216) 400-8212

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Will Irby, Director 
Laronda McWhorter, Asst. Director 
800 Linn Drive   
Cleveland, OH 44108 
(216) 268-6990 (School #) 
(Area of St. Clair & Lakeview Rd.)

EAST CLEVELAND CLUB 
Roscoe Morgan, Area Director 
Danielle Ware, Asst. Director 
14801 Shaw Ave. 
E. Cleveland, OH 44112 
(216) 681-2812

MICHAEL R. WHITE 
Beverly Burgess, Director 
1000 E. 92nd St. 
Cleveland, OH 44108 
(Glenville area off St. Clair & E. 105) 
(216) 534-7013

BOLTON (Ready Readers Plus Only) 
Barbara Bell, Site Coordinator 
9803 Quebec Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44106 
(216) 231-2585

MOUND (Ready Readers Plus Only) 
Jazmine Walker, Academic Success Manager 
5935 Ackley Rd.  
Cleveland, OH 44105 
(216) 341-2671

CHARLES ELIOT (SPARK Only)
Barbara Bell, Program Coordinator 
15700 Lotus Dr.  
Cleveland, OH 44128 
(216) 752-0100


