
The odds were stacked against Richard Starr.

For most of Richard’s life, his father has been in 
prison.  “He missed out on things like helping me 
ride a bike and throwing the football – things dads 
do,” Richard said. Two other male role models – an 
uncle and an older cousin – were also incarcerated.  
Richard’s younger brother got in trouble with the 
law; he was later convicted of murder and 
sentenced to 17 years in prison.  Their mother 
worked two jobs to feed her six children.

“I had to be the one,” Richard said, “to break the 
cycle.”

And he did.  Today, Richard, 26, is the director of 
the King Kennedy Boys & Girls Club, the very place 
he credits with saving his life.  [See Thrive, Pg. 3]
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Budding musician Jakayla 
Douglas, 11, asked legendary 
performer Smokey Robinson, 
75, what advice he would 
give to young people today. 
Robinson, a Boys & Girls Club 
alumnus, told Jakayla she 
has already taken a giant 
step forward by belonging 
to the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Cleveland.

“You are in a great place,” 
Robinson said, smiling.  
“Take advantage of it, because there are so many 
social things you can learn by being part of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs… It’s a wonderful place to be.”

Denzel Washington, Jennifer Lopez and Shaquille 
O’Neal are other Club alums, he said.

Our donors made this once-
in-a-lifetime experience 
possible for Jakayla and 
two dozen other members 
of BGCC’s music program.  
They performed Motown 
songs and interviewed 
Robinson at a Nov. 7 master 
class that was part of the 
Music Masters series at the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
and Museum.

Our kids – some of whom 
only recently picked up an instrument – played 
and sang “Get Ready,” “Papa Was a Rolling Stone” 
and “My Girl.”  The Hall of Famer even sang along 
on the latter tune.  Artists from our West Side Club 
created a tribute mural and presented it to Robinson.  
[See Smokey, Pg. 3] 

Club kid Jakayla Douglas sits down with Smokey 
Robinson.

He helps others thrive at the Club where he found hope

‘You are in a great place’
Alum Smokey Robinson urges our kids to embrace Club experience
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Anderson joins BGCC 
as new athletic director
Rob Anderson, a North Olmsted 
native and Ohio University 
graduate, has been named the 
new athletic director for the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland.  The 
athletic program has grown with 
the support of individual donors 
like you and corporate partners 
such as Nestle, the Cleveland 
Indians, the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
the Cleveland Browns, Fox Sports Ohio and ESPN 
Cleveland.

Anderson, who lives in North Ridgeville, will coor-
dinate all sports activities for BGCC, which serves 
approximately 8,000 kids each year at its Clubs in 
Cleveland, Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland.  
He will work full-time for BGCC during the fall and 

winter months and continue to serve as director of 
operations for the Cleveland Baseball Federation 
during the spring and summer seasons.

Anderson will be creating a Club-wide athletics 
schedule for BGCC, which has been operating 
without an athletic director.   The Clubs offer a 
variety of sports and athletic programs, including 
flag football, basketball and volleyball.  In addition, 
BGCC will start a baseball academy in 2016.

“I’ve been blown away by the opportunities the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland offer to our kids,” 
Anderson said.  “And not just athletics – the 
music, art, academic and character-focused 
programs are outstanding.”

Anderson is a graduate of North Olmsted High 
School, where he played baseball and basketball. 
He received a bachelor’s degree in sports 
management from OU.

Club kids not going to college now have career pathway 
We have launched a new workforce development program aimed at creating 
careers for teens who do not attend college.  Dennis A. Kucler, who has more 
than 40 years of experience in domestic and international technology sales and 
marketing, is directing this initiative.

The workforce development program differs from many others in that it provides 
not just a job but a career pathway for those who do not pursue a post-secondary 
education.  Kucler will explore the hiring needs of local companies – the BGCC is 
already in discussions with several firms, including Liberty Ford – to determine what 
skills they need to see from a potential employee in order to guarantee that person 
a job.  Club members following one of these career paths would have to attend all 
training, graduate from high school and stay out of trouble.

“For a kid, if you complete the program you will have a job when you get out of 
school,” Kucler said.  “We are going to work with our kids to provide skills and training, with the idea 
of a guaranteed job at the end.”

Kucler said companies need reliable, trained workers.  And, he said, there are good career options 
for teens who do not go to college. “From my aspect, I’m a firm believer that what a lot of these kids 
need is hope – hope for the future,” he said.

Companies interested in the program can contact Kucler at dkucler@clevekids.org.  

Kucler, who holds an engineering degree from Northwestern University and a master’s in business 
from Columbia University, has extensive experience in domestic and international technology sales, sales 
and business management, marketing and senior level relationship development.  A Westlake resident and 
Vietnam veteran, he has worked for IBM, Hewlett-Packard and Vodafone.

Anderson

Kucler
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[Thrive, Continued from pg. 1]

He acknowledges there was a point in his life – even as he was earning 
a 3.8 grade point average at Cleveland‘s East Tech High School, winning 
all-conference honors in football and being selected class president – that 
he might have chosen a darker path.

Instead, Richard started hanging out at the club – a safe place with a 
positive atmosphere.

“The club gave me hope – the club gave me life,” he said.  “I have been 
around the violence, the gunshots, the killing.  I know what these kids experience every day.  Now, I’m 
back to help them.  It’s a wonderful day for me just to see these kids’ faces and know they are in a 
good place.”

Richard credits former club director Ron Harris with challenging him to use his leadership skills in a 
positive way and Ron Soeder, current president of Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland, with “teaching me 
things that fathers should be teaching their sons.  That’s why you’ll hear me call him Pops.”  In 2007, 
Richard was named Ohio’s Boys & Girls Clubs Youth of the Year.

Richard, who is now a part-time student at Baldwin Wallace University, greets children at his Club with 
enthusiasm and energy.  It is perhaps his own way of reminding himself of the important role he is 
playing in the lives of kids who are at an all-too-familiar crossroads.

“The game of life,” Richard said, “is bigger than me.”

Our kids, top, present Smokey Robinson with a commemorative piece 
they created.  Above left, Club member Ariella Cancel and her fellow 
musicians, right, recreate the Motown sound. 

[Smokey, Continued from pg. 1]

Music program members have been 
studying Motown since September 
and will be making a field trip to 
Robinson’s native Detroit in 2016.

Under the direction of Arts Director 
Matt Bott, the BGCC arts program 
has expanded its offerings to include  
graphic design and creative writing. A 
new recording studio at the Broadway 
Club will enhance opportunities for 
music and broadcast journalism.

Donations from individuals, 
foundations and partner organiza-
tions are helping our young people 
gain exposure to the arts, and we 
thank all those who contribute.  A 
few of our partner organizations are 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, Lake Erie 
Ink, the Cleveland Museum of 
Art, Museum of Contemporary 
Art Cleveland (MOCA), Cuyahoga 
Community College and the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum.

“I know what these 
kids experience 
every day.  Now, 
I’m back to help 
them.”
Richard Starr
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Changes coming for West Side, Mt. Pleasant Clubs
In January, we will be transitioning our current West Side and Mount Pleasant Club locations to school 
sites. This will strengthen our relationship with Cleveland Metropolitan School District, ensure safe pas-
sage for our kids, allow us to introduce new sports and arts programs, help us attract new members and 
save money on overhead costs that can now be used for programming.

The West Side Club will transition to two sites:  Kids in grades K-8 will go to Luis Munoz Marin on Castle 
Avenue, while those in grades 8-12 will be at Lincoln West High School on West 30th Street. Mount 
Pleasant members in grades K-8 will go to Charles Dickens on Corlett Avenue, while those in grades 
8-12 will go to John Adams High School on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

“This is in line with our long-range plans to locate Clubs at Cleveland school sites rather than owning 
buildings,” BGCC President Ron Soeder said.  “We believe it will result in a better Club experience for 
our kids and bring in more members.”

The Broadway Club, wearing 
black and gold uniforms, cap-
tured the Flag Football Cham-
pionship.  Those in attendance 
included cheerleaders, left, 
kids from several Clubs, Board 
and Bridge Board members 
and BGCC staff.

Tuesday Night Lights:
football title game at Case 
Our Broadway and Franklin D. Roosevelt Clubs 
played this year’s Flag Football Championship 
game Oct. 20 under the bright lights of Case 
Western Reserve University’s DiSanto Field, 
thanks to a group of supporters and volunteers.  
Broadway captured the title, 38-6, before an 
energized crowd of 300 that included parents, 
Club cheerleaders, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Cleveland staff members and a few curious 
CWRU students.

BGCC donors like you made the league – and 
the evening – possible.

A special thanks goes out to Dr.  James P. 
Anderson, who provided buses for families, 
rented a food truck and supplied team members 
and cheerleaders with hats and gloves. We are 
also grateful to CWRU for letting us use the 
field and to Club directors Richard Starr and 
Roscoe Morgan, who organized the league.

BGCC is ramping up its sports programs this 
winter with the start of its popular basketball 
league and the 2016 launch of a baseball 
academy/program. These initiatives promote 
healthy lifestyles, one of our primary focus 
areas.  We thank our donors for making these 
offerings possible.
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Keeping kids safe
remains top priority
Thank you so 
much for sup-
porting our work 
here at the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of 
Cleveland. It is 
so gratifying to 
see people from 
all walks of life contributing 
to the betterment of the larger 
community – and we see it every 
day. We are so grateful to you.

We occupy a special place in 
some of Cleveland’s toughest 
neighborhoods, and I want you 
to know that we intend to become 
an even stronger advocate for 
the safety of our kids as we 
head into 2016. Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Cleveland has become 
a key thought leader on subjects 
such as urban violence, poverty 
and health. Our kids and staff 
are interviewed in the media.  
We have launched initiatives 
like Juvenile Justice Jeopardy, a 
game in which those in the juvenile 
justice system help teach teens 
their rights. And we will soon 
take an even bigger, more active 
role in keeping Cleveland’s 
teens out of trouble and on a 
positive path.

We can’t do these things without 
you.  For that I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.

Soeder is president of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland.

“I feel privileged to be a part of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland. This 
organization does great work to help 
develop young people to reach their 
potential. When I look at organizations 
that I want to support financially, as 
well as with my time, I tend to look 
at those that work with young 
people. I have been involved in 
Junior Achievement, the Achievement 
Centers for Children and coaching 
kids in baseball, basketball and 
football. 

I have a soft spot for helping out the 
younger people so that they have the opportunity to be successful. 
When you see young people trying to better themselves it moves me 
to want to help them. I hope that my involvement with young people 
has a positive impact in their lives. 

Another factor is being a part of Medical Mutual where we have a 
culture of giving back to the community. Our employees work in 
Cleveland, live in Cleveland and want help those in Cleveland.”

Richard Wallack,
Mentor

ViewpointWhy I give

Why I volunteer
“I volunteer at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Cleveland because 
they remember. 

‘Hi Miss Alyssa.’ 

‘Will you help me with my 
homework again?’

‘Will you play bumper pool 
with me? I’m going to beat you 
this time.’ 

‘Will you read with me?’

“At first, they didn’t remember 
I helped with homework, 

played games and read with them, and at first, you don’t think 
you’re making a difference. But there comes a point when they do 
remember, and you hope those small reminders of hope, success, 
encouragement and perseverance will stick with them forever.”

Alyssa Raymond,
Cleveland

Richard with daughter Nicole at 
2015 Race for Kids. 

Ron Soeder



6

Events

Cleatus makes a stop
Fox Sports mascot Cleatus made a big impression – after 
all, he’s nearly 7 feet tall – on our Club kids when he visited 
the Broadway Club on Oct. 30.  Thanks to our friends at Fox 
Sports Ohio for making Cleatus available!

Assist from the Cavs 
Our Broadway Club helped kick off the Cavaliers Season 
of Giving, presented by Nestlé Baking. Cavs Legends Austin 
Carr, Jim Chones and Larry Nance visited the Club Nov. 22 
to hand out the makings of a Thanksgiving dinner to some of 
our families.

Tribe Thanksgiving
Some of our families were served a Thanksgiving dinner by 
members of the Cleveland Indians front office, including Paul 
Dolan, Chris Antonetti, Mike Chernoff and Bob DiBiasio as well 
as Delaware North Sportservice.  The meal was served at the 
Terrace Club at Progressive Field.

Focus on fitness
About 200 kids took part in the second round of the 
Nestlé Fitness Challenge on Oct. 29 at our Broadway 
and East Cleveland Clubs. As part of their three-year 
national partnership, Boys & Girls Clubs and Nestlé 
are challenging Clubs around the country to inspire 
local kids to achieve short-term fitness goals.  Nestlé 
volunteers helped our kids go through exercise 
stations that measured their levels of fitness. A huge 
thanks to all the Nestlé employees and volunteers 
who are making this program so successful.

Volunteers rock!
On Oct. 26, volunteers from City Year Cleveland, 
Baldwin Wallace University and Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Cleveland removed several tons of stones from the 
front of the BGCC administrative offices and Broadway 
Club. The area will be converted into a butterfly and 
pollinator garden in 2016.
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Shazam! 2015: What if...?

October 17, 2015
Intercontinental Hotel & Conference 
Center, Cleveland
At our annual gala, more than 300 
people listened to motivational speaker 
Lucille O’Neal, mother of basketball 
great Shaquille O’Neal, and watched 
as Patrick J. Perotti, senior partner of 
the law firm Dworken & Bernstein Co., 
L.P.A. , presented a $942,236 check to 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland. The 
money came from the inclusion of a 
“cy pres” clause in the settlement of a 
major class action suit.  At the event, 
longtime supporters Bernie and Nancy 
Karr were inducted into the BGCC Hall 
of Fame. Master of ceremonies for 
the evening was Club alumnus James 
Duke, and kids from our music program 
performed for the audience.



6114 Broadway Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44127

Coming Up About Us

Our staff wishes you the very best this holiday season!

Administrative Offices
6114 Broadway Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44127
216.883.2106
www.clevekids.org

Connect with us:

facebook.com/bgccleveland

March 11, 2016 |  Youth of the Year & Recognition Breakfast,
Broadway Club

April 29, 2016 |  Women’s Board Fashion Show & Luncheon,
Landerhaven

June 2016  |  Taco Bell Charity Golf Classic, 
Barrington Golf Club

June 25, 2016 |  Race for Kids,
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 

@clevekids

@bgccleveland

Clevekids


